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Promote: Grandad watches

Continued from Page Bl

Garvey’s uniform lapels, while
retired Coast Guard Senior
Chief Gregory J REC ARt
cousin by marriage, pinned
one to the other lapel.

“He’s a wonderful boy,”
Maynard said of his grandson,
adding how proud he was of
him.

“Years ago, they just posted
it on the bulletin board. Now
it's quite a ceremony,” he said
of yesterday’s event, which
was attended by family and
friends in the Garveys’ back
yard.

Maynard, who now lives in
Ludlow, earned 14 battle stars
and two presidential citations
serving as an aviation ord-
nance petty officer aboard the
aircraft carrier USS Essex in
the Pacific Theater. Garvey’s
other grandfather, the late Ed-
ward F. Garvey, also served on
an aircraft carrier, the USS
Bunker Hill, during World
Warll.

His grandfathers were a
major reason he decided to
join the Coast Guard after he

graduated from East Long-
meadow High School in 2000,
Garvey said. “They got that
idea stuck in my head at an
early age,” he said. “They
didn’t say much, but it reso-
nated.”

Yesterday’s ceremony, with
his Grandfather Maynard,
Grandmother Pauline A. May-
nard and other family and
friends in attendance, is
“something I'll never forget.
It’s great,” Garvey said.

“My hat’s off to Pat,” his fa-
ther Dennis P. Garvey said. “It
seems strange, with me being
his father, but he’s my inspira-

tion. I couldn’t be prouder of

him.”

His mother Paula M. Gar-
vey said, “It’s very special just
to think that the Coast Guard
would bring this here, (and) it
just makes me and my hus-
band so proud of our son. He's
made such good life choices.”

McCarthy, a Springfield na-
tive, was also serving aboard
the Juniper when he was
promoted to 1st Class Petty
Officer in 1997.

Now a police officer in the

town of Groton, Conn.,
McCarthy said of Patrick Gar-
vey’s promotion ceremony, “I
thought it was great that his
XO came all this distance on a
Sunday. Usually they’re done
on the ship, in front of the
crew.”

A shipboard ceremony is
planned for today, Paula Gar-
vey said.
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