[image: image1.wmf]Greetings from the KATHE-

RINE WALKER.  Welcome 

to the inaugural edition of the 

“The Keeper of New York 

Harbor.”  We created this 

newsletter to keep our family, 

friends and supporters up to 

date.  We have had a very 

successful fall season.  

KATHERINE WALKER 

efficiently completed its sea-

sonal buoy run on the Hudson 

River, relieving 53 summer 

hulls with their winter counter 

parts.  These winter hulls are 

meant to withstand damage 

and remain on station despite 

heavy ice during the winter 

months.  KATHERINE 

WALKER also  provided a 

security presence and evacua-

tion platform during the 2006 

United Nations General As-

sembly.  During these security 

duties the crew worked with 

the U.S. Secret Service and 

the State Department to pro-

tect President Bush and U.N. 

delegates from around the 

world.   More recently 

KATHERINE WALKER 

serviced aids to navigation 

throughout the New York 

Harbor including the East 

River, Rockaway Inlet and 

Raritan Bay.  These sched-

uled mooring inspections 

and hull reliefs are para-

mount in the Coast Guard’s 

mission of providing a safe 

waterway for mariners to 

transit.  The crew of 

KATHERINE WALKER 

keeps the lights “winking 

and blinking” and ensures 

the aids are on station.  This 

buoyage system provides a 

“street map” of the harbor 

for everyone including gi-

gantic super tankers, tug 

boats and recreational sail-

ors.  We hope you enjoy this 

newsletter and the many 

more to come.  

 

 

 

LT Amy E. Florentino

 

Commanding Officer

 

Above:  CGC KATHERINE WALKER (WLM 552) patrols before the 

Statue of Liberty, New York Harbor.

 

Welcome aboard! 

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST:

 

·

 

Seaman Vargas recently 

departed KATHERINE 

WALKER. She was ac-

cepted to Aviation Me-

chanic Technician School 

and will be stationed at 

AIR STATION Atlantic 

City with the Coast Guard 

Airman Program.

 

·

 

KATHERINE WALKER’s 

namesake manned Rob-

bin’s Reef light between 

Staten Island and 

Bayonne, NJ from 1895

-

1919.

 

·

 

BM3 Steven Endicott re-

ported aboard in Decem-

ber.  He is a recent gradu-

ate of Boatswain Mate 

school and was stationed 

aboard CGC VALIANT in 

2005 as a deck seaman.

 

·

 

Coast Guard Auxiliary 

Vessel Lady B conducted 

joint exercises with CGC 

KATHERINE WALKER in 

December to complete 

non

-

compliant vessel and 

rescue and assistance 

drills.   Thank you to the 

master and crew of Lady 

B  for your support! 

 

Congratulations Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class

 

On November 1, 20006 Jen-

nifer Whaley was advanced 

to First class petty officer.  

KATHERINE WALKER 

was honored by the presence 

of her husband, LT Scott 

Whaley, who is works at 

Vessel Traffic Service, Coast 

Guard Sector New York.  

Scott used his E

-

6 collar 

devices, which he saved after 

his OCS commissioning to 

honor Petty Officer Whaley as 

she advanced.  Congratula-

tions on your achievement.

 

 

 

Right:  LT Scott Whaley pins 

on 1st class crows.
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dourves and a four course plated dinner.  

Our music was provided by Sound in 

Motion whose music encouraged the 

crew and their guests to dance the night 

away.  The morale also arranged a white 

elephant gift swap.  The evening was 

exceptional and we look forward to 

doing it again next year. 

 

 

The KATHERINE WALKER crew 

descended upon Vanderbilt Hall on 

South Beach in Staten Island on Decem-

ber 9th, 2006 for an elegant evening by 

the bay.  KATHERINE WALKER’s 

morale officer, BM3 Mark Posey, and 

the morale committee prepared an excit-

ing evening of with dinner, dancing and 

a gift exchange.  BM3 Posey worked 

closely with the Vanderbilt to reserve 

and decorate a very intimate room with 

access to the boardwalk and views of 

the bay.  The morale committee ensured 

the guests had exceptional food with a 

stationary cheese table, passed  hors

-

Aids to Navigation Team Bayonne and 

KATHERINE WALKER service over 

300 aids to navigation annually.  On 

some of these visits, our crews discover 

that the sinker, which holds the buoy the 

bottom of the ocean, is not good enough 

to remain on scene.  These retired sink-

ers soon find themselves in the Bayonne 

buoy yard.  A recent partnership with 

the New Jersey Artificial reef program 

found a new use for the sinkers in  Axel 

Carlson reef.  The sinkers were depos-

ited in the southwest corner of the fish 

haven and will provide a home to spe-

cies such as scallops, sea bass and 

tautog.   The New Jersey reef program 

has developed a network of 14 ocean 

reefs along the New Jersey coast.  They 

aim to provide a protected habitat for 

fish and shellfish, new fishing grounds for recrea-

tional anglers and underwater structures for scuba 

divers.  In constructing and managing reefs, the 

goal is to spread the benefits of reef resources to as 

many people as possible.  The program does not 

change the New jersey marine environment, but 

rather enhances a small portion to benefit 150 spe-

cies of marine life that prefer structured habitat.  In 

addition, the structure of these reefs protects the 

wildlife from commercial fishing.  The New 

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

manages the program and came aboard 

KATHERINE WALKER on December 21st for 

the first of two planned sinker deposits. 

 

did an excellent job arranging the 

trip for his fellow Navy League and 

Auxiliary members.  KATHERINE 

WALKER completed a full day of 

buoy tending in Arthur Kill, which 

is a waterway located between 

Staten Island and New Jersey.  The 

weather was beautiful and everyone 

seemed to have a great time.  

Thanks for sailing with us. We look 

forward to seeing you again soon.  

 

KATHERINE WALKER wel-

comed several members from the 

North Jersey chapter of the Navy 

League of the United States and the 

Manasquan Inlet Auxiliary aboard 

for a day trip on 12 December.  

Guests included the Lee Shickel, 

President North Jersey Navy 

League and Carl Jablonski,  

KATHERINE WALKER’s North 

Jersey Navy League liaison. Carl 

 KATHERINE WALKER Christmas Party at the Vanderbilt

 

Retired Sinkers support the New Jersey Reef Program

 

Navy League & CG Auxiliary join KW for a day of ATON

 

Above: SN Silver avoids the splash 

as the sinker is deployed.

 

Above: Sinkers fill the buoy deck.

 

Above:  BM3 Mark Posey and crew mem-

ber from CGC LINE.

 

Right: SN 

Henry, BM3 

Davenport 

and SN Var-

gas pose for 

the camera
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side the Deck Seamen, stand watch 

in the engine room and serve as a 

crew member for a small boat evo-

lution.  KATHERINE WALKER’s 

crew did an exceptional job of mak-

ing the OCs feel at home and pro-

viding quality training.  OC Stepha-

nie Sulser commented in her depart-

ing interview that “this 

[KATHERINE WALKER] was a 

very positive experience and put 

what we learned in the classroom 

into perspective.  It makes so much 

more sense now.”  The Officer Can-

didates also had the unique opportu-

nity to sail aboard CGC JUNIPER 

for a day and pull into South Street 

Seaport in New York City.  Their 

experience was rounded out by at-

tending several activities with Sec-

tor New York.  Each candidate was 

able to stand a watch with the Sec-

tor New York Command Center, 

where they learned about the Coast 

Guard’s search and rescue program 

and vessel traffic service.  They also 

were able to complete a Marine 

Safety Boarding, complete a port 

security patrol with a Station New 

York small boat and take a test 

flight with Air Station Atlantic City.  

KATHERINE WALKER enjoyed 

hosting the OCs and watching them 

learn.  We wish them the best as 

they pursue their future endeavors.

 

KATHERINE WALKER had the 

pleasure of hosting three Officer 

Candidates this past December.  

The OCs were aboard for two 

weeks to experience Coast Guard 

operations and life underway.  The 

three candidates had very different 

backgrounds including Coast Guard 

enlisted experience, civilian marine 

biology experience and Navy rescue 

swimmer experience.  However, 

none had every served aboard a 

Coast Guard cutter.   The training 

was designed to reinforce what the 

OCs had learned in the classroom 

and each came prepared with a list 

of tasks to complete before depart-

ing.  Each OC was able to work on 

the bridge as a Junior Officer of the 

Deck, work on the buoy deck along-

Thanks to the Sector New York       

ANGEL program, the Liberty Region 

Naval Sea Cadets and the Central Jersey 

Navy League, KATHERINE WALKER 

was able to host the traditional breakfast 

with Santa program for the crew and 

their dependents.  The party was held 

aboard the cutter on Saturday, 13 De-

cember.  Children’s voices filled the 

mess deck and cartoons replaced the 

usual news or sports on the television.  

The breakfast included pancakes, bacon, 

eggs and pastries and was prepared by 

two members of the Naval Sea Cadet 

Corps.  KATHERINE WALKER’s 

Commanding Officer received a special 

pancake in the shape of Lieutenant col-

lar devices.  The cadets did an excep-

tional job preparing the meal and ensur-

ing the galley was in “squared away” 

before departing.  Santa made his ap-

Officer Candidate Training Cruise

 

Breakfast with Santa is a crowd pleaser for KW’s kids!

 

pearance after breakfast.   His bag was 

filled with toys and he made sure there 

was one for each child.  The mood was 

festive and the crew appreciative of the 

good cheer.  

 

“This was a very positive 

experience….It makes so 

much more sense now.” 

-

 OC 

Stephanie Sulser

 

OC O’Hearn augments the small boat 

crew.

 

Above: SK1 Heckel shows Officer Candidate Var-

ian how to calculate tides and currents on an elec-

tronic charting program.

 

KW’s kids gather around Santa.

 

The Sea Cadets cooked a delicious breakfast.
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humor.  His positive attitude and good nature in 

performing his duties is infectious and is defi-

nitely a morale booster to the crew.

 

DC2 Bynum is a native of Bakersfield, CA and 

has been in the Coast Guard since 1999.  Prior to 

his assignment to KATHERINE WALKER he 

was stationed aboard CGC POLAR SEA in Seat-

tle , WA and Maintenance and Logistics Team St. 

Petetersburg in Florida.

 

DC2 Bynum will have his name engraved on a 

plaque aboard the cutter, receive a special parking 

space, receive a $100 savings bond and be granted 

a special day of liberty. Congratulations on your 

accomplishment!

 

It is with a great deal of 

personal pride and 

pleasure that I recog-

nize DC2 Christopher 

Bynum as  KATHE-

RINE WALKER’s 

“Sailor of the Quarter” 

for the First Quarter 

Fiscal Year 2007.  This 

honor is well deserved 

and highly commend-

able.  Throughout this 

past quarter,  DC2 

Bynum demonstrated 

an absolute dedication 

to his duties, the Coast 

Guard and the 

KATHERINE 

WALKER.  During 

this period he has con-

sistently shown out-

standing knowledge 

and exceptional profi-

ciency in all responsi-

bilities.  DC2 Bynum 

also made great strides 

in improving KATHE-

RINE WALKER’s 

damage control and 

safety programs. He 

increased the efficiency 

of the Damage Control 

Petty Officer Program, 

which directly im-

proved the material 

readiness of the cutter.   

DC2 Bynum was also 

an integral performer  

during a rescue and 

assistance drill with the 

Auxiliary Vessel Lady 

B.  His performance 

impressed the auxiliary 

so greatly that the mas-

ter called KATHE-

RINE WALKER di-

rectly to provide posi-

tive feedback.  During 

the course of these 

events, DC2 Bynum 

always maintained an 

exceptional outlook 

and strong sense of 

Sailor of the Quarter: DC2 Christopher Bynum
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