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The annual Fleet Week Parade of 

Ships and festivities in downtown 

Manhattan was especially excit-

ing for the KATHERINE 

WALKER this year. We were 

honored to be the Coast Guard’s 

participant in the Parade of Ships. 

Stationed between the USS 

WINSTON CHURCHILL and 

Fleet Week’s Flag Ship the USS 

WASP, we traveled through the 

New York Harbor rendering hon-

ors to Fort Hamilton Army Base 

and the World Trade Center Me-

morial before mooring up at Pier 

90. The crew supported by a tre-

mendous team of reservists and 

auxilarists kept busy for the next 

few days hosting over 300 guests 

during public tours. The crew not 

only gave tours, but were tourists 

themselves attending uniformed 

functions such as the Mayor’s 

Breakfast at Gracie Mansion, NY 

Navy League Reception, filming 

of David Letterman, Yankee 

baseball games, and a memorial 

World Trade Center run. 

 

LT Amy E. Florentino

 

Commanding Officer

 

Several of the crew pose with David Letterman.

 

Coast Guard’s Fleet Week Cutter

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST:

 

·

 

BMC Eric P. Smith re-

cently departed KATHE-

RINE WALKER. He was 

honored with a Coast 

Guard Commendation 

Medal and orders as Offi-

cer In Charge, Aids to 

Navigation Team Coos 

Bay, Oregon.

 

·

 

Master Chief Beau 

Janssen recently departed 

KATHERINE WALKER 

and was honored with a 

Coast Guard Commenda-

tion Medal.  He will be 

transferring to Mainte-

nance and Logistics Com-

mand Pacific in Alameda, 

CA. 

 

·

 

SK2 Kendrick Douglas 

recently reported and will 

fill the shoes of SK1 

Tamara Heckel in just a 

few short weeks. SK2 is 

transferring from Cape 

May, NJ where he was a 

Boot Camp Company 

Commander.  SK1 will be 

transferring to Sector 

Field Office Moriches, 

NY.

 

BM3 Posey honored at leadership school

 

BM3 Mark Posey was selected to be the District’s 

representative for the Air Force Airman Leadership 

School held at Hanscom Air Force Base in April.    

This intensive five week course of study concentrated 

on leadership development, public speaking, and mili-

tary traditions. At graduation, Petty Officer Posey was 

presented with the class Leadership Award.  This 

prestigious honor recognized his natural leadership 

skills and contributions to the class.  He also received 

a Commandant’s Letter of Commendation Ribbon 

from the District Commander and District Command 

Master Chief coin.  He is pictured to the far right at 

his graduation.
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

 

KW coordinates CGC TYBEE and CGC SAILFISH as they escort 

USS Winston Churchill getting underway from Staten Island, NY.
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KATHERINE WALKER, in conjuction 

with Auxiliarist Flotilla 10

-

02, hosted 

several Girl Scouts on Saturday, May 

12th. The scouts were given an opportu-

nity to learn about boating safety and the 

Coast Guard.  Crewmembers from the 

KATHERINE WALKER gave the girls a 

tour of the ship, showing them places 

such as where the crew sleeps, where the 

ship is driven from, and where the crew 

eats. The troops were given the opportu-

nities to try on firefighting equipment and 

look through a pair of binoculars.  The 

group was a local JROTC chapter from 

Washington Heights High School in 

Manhattan.  28 cadets were able to get 

underway with the crew and participate 

in  an environmental mission for the NJ 

Reef Project. During the transit, the 

cadets toured the ship and assisted 

crewmembers with their duties. The 

crew also provided a hands on training 

sessions where the students applied 

classroom damage control lessons. 

Boating Safety & Firefighting for JROTC 

girls were also shown how to react when 

someone falls overboard on a boat. The 

scouts got to try on life preservers, throw 

a life ring into the water and learn to shout 

“Man Overboard!”  Overall it was a great 

learning experience for the girls and men-

toring opportunity for the crew. A few 

weeks later, KW hosted another group 

onboard in support of Fleet Week. This 

They were able to plug and patch a leaky 

pipe, learn how to properly energize a fire 

hose and don a full firefighting ensemble. 

Upon arrival at the charted location, the 

cadets cheered on the crew as they worked 

to carry out the mission. A few cadets were 

also given the opportunity to stand on the 

bridge and man the helm. ET2 Goenner, 

MK2 Abreu, SK1 Heckel and SN Smith are 

shown conducting various training sessions. 

 

 

KW Visits New England

 

KW visited Newport, RI and Boston, MA 

this past  May.   The cutter conducted a 

Coastal Security patrol and teamed up with 

Maintenance Assist Team Newport and 

Naval Engineering Support Unit 

Boston to conduct our annual en-

gine performance tests.  These tests 

ensure the engines are performing 

properly and diagnose any major 

repairs which may need to be con-

ducted.  Prior to the tests the engi-

neers conducted tune ups of the 

engines and rebuilt a portion of the 

port main diesel engine.  Their 

extensive preparations allowed for 

a successful test with no major 

discrepancies.  The crew also took 

advantage of their liberty time en-

joying both MK2 Morris’s lively 

karaoke in Newport and a morale 

trip to the Sam Adams brewery in 

Boston. 

 

The New York & North Jersey chapters of 

the Navy League enjoyed a beautiful Satur-

day aboard KW in April.  The crew hosted 

the guests during a routine harbor security 

patrol.  We also conducted “quarters” and an 

informal awards ceremony before the Statue 

of Liberty to recognize the qualifications 

and recent accomplishments of the crew.  

The cooks served a picnic lunch as guests 

took in the sights including the USS IN-

TREPID in Bayonne’s dry dock. We even 

had a fly by from a CG helicopter on the 

return trip to Bayonne. It was a good chance 

for the crew to share a little shipboard life 

with our Navy League friends.

 

The crew enjoys a taste of  the product after the 

Sam Adams brewery tour.

 

Navy League Cruise

 

SN Steed (center)  poses with his wife Rachel, 

daughter Brooklynn after receiving his buoy deck 

rigger qualification.. Also shown (L

-

R) are  SA 

Reznik, BM3 Posey and BM3 Endicott.

 

written by 1/c Samantha Gordon
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KATHERINE WALKER conducts a 

dangerous mission every day.  Whether 

we are hoisting 20,000 pounds across the 

deck, facing a choppy transit in the North 

Atlantic, fine tuning 990+ HP Caterpillar 

diesel engines, or maneuvering an 840 

ton vessel toward the pier the crew meets 

each challenge head on.  In order to con-

tinually conduct our work safely and 

improve proficiency, the Coast Guard 

has employed several specially staffed 

inspection and training teams, which 

“This was an excellent visit...we 

as the Buoy Deck Training Team 

were truly impressed” 

-

BMC 

Allen Hunter, BDTT

 

Above: Heavy seas over the bow remind us 

that not every day at sea is an easy one!

 

career day.  LT Amy Florentino provided 

the Bayonne Historical Society with a 

Women’s History month presentation on 

Katherine Walker’s days as a light house 

keeper.  CWO Dave Barkalow teamed up 

with Auxiliarist Dee Thompson and taught 

an elementary school class about boating 

safety and pollution.  He is pictured below 

showing a youngster how to properly wear 

a life jacket.

 

KATHERINE WALKER’s 

crew did an exceptional job 

representing the Coast Guard 

over the past few months.  In 

addition to the JROTC and 

Girl Scout visits, several 

crew members volunteered 

to represent the Coast Guard 

at community events. These 

events provide an excellent 

opportunity to interact with 

the community and raise 

public awareness about the 

Coast Guard, KW and our 

missions.  1/C Cadet Saman-

tha Gordon participated in a 

Memorial Day flag folding 

ceremony in Central Park 

while BM3 Mark Posey 

spoke to 500+ New Jersey 

high school seniors at 

Woodbridge High School’s 

Community Outreach

 

KW’s Commanding Officer accompanied members of 

the Central Jersey Navy League to conduct a spring 

clean up of KATHERINE WALKER’s grave site in 

Staten Island, NY.  Sunny weather was in order for the 

visit and provided an opportunity to clear away leaves 

and weeds.  Shown below are Navy Leaguers (L

-

R) 

Richard Elhert & Frank Greco cleaning the headstone.  

The cutter is currently investigating procedures for 

placing an additional memorial  marker citing her con-

tributions to the Coast Guard and community.

 

CG training teams 

impressed!

 

evaluate safety and mission execution.   

KW hosted the Buoy Deck Training Team 

(BDTT) and Special and Emergency Opera-

tions (SEOPS) Training Team this quarter.  

BDTT focused on our primary mission of 

aids to navigation while SEOPS focused on 

our shipboard training program including 

crew response to emergencies such as 

flooding or a man overboard.  Both visits 

were very positive.  The crew learned a 

great deal and received exemplary feed 

back for their preparation and hard work.

 

“Hot Stuff”

 

The face of the Coast Guard is 

changing every day and KATHE-

RINE WALKER is doing her best to 

meet the challenge head on.  In 

April, BM3 Kyle Davenport and SN 

Chuck Smith were able to complete 

a large percentage of their Boarding 

Team Member qualifications with 

the assistance of Sector New York.  

One of the lessons in Coast Guard 

use of force training is exposure to 

OC Pepper Spray.  Shown below are 

BM3 and SN Smith recovering from 

this very memorable training evolu-

tion.

 

Rest in Peace
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CGC KATHERINE WALKER 

 

United States Coast Guard

 

The purpose of summer training at the Coast Guard Academy is to 

provide cadets exposure to the fleet. The first summer at the Acad-

emy is known as SWAB Summer, which is comparable to boot 

camp.  3/c summer normally consists of underway time on a cutter 

filling the role of a Junior Petty Officer.  2/c summer includes lead-

ership training, pistol qualifications and aviation training.  During 

their 1/c summer cadets are expected to fill the role of a Junior Offi-

cer at an operational unit.  Each summer is designed to give the ca-

dets experience outside of the classroom and to prepare them for 

graduation. 1/c Samantha Gordon and 1/c Shannon McElroy joined 

the KW crew between May and July.  Cadet Gordon is shown to the 

left patching a cracked pipe during a damage control drill.  The ca-

dets did an excellent job and really appreciated all the help the crew 

provided for their training and professional development.  

(written 

by 1/c Shannon McElroy)

 

CADET TRAINING

 

Phone: 201

-

443

-

5311

 

Keeper of New York 

Harbor

 

We are on the web:

 

 

http://www.uscg.mil/d1/

 

units/cgckatherinewalker/

 

CGC TYBEE was the first cutter in the 110’ Patrol 

Boat fleet to undergo a major midlife extension 

project and was recommissioned in May 2007. KW 

teamed up with CGC TYBEE during their first port 

security patrol of NY Harbor after recommission-

ing.  The Fleet Week festivities gave us an opportu-

nity to coordinate security and vessel escort duties 

with the TYBEE during the outbound transit of 

Naval Ships.  The TYBEE also tied up outboard 

KW in Manhattan during the first two days of Fleet 

Week and we were able to jointly provide tours of 

BM3 Steven Endicott

 is from Mar-

mora, NJ.  He joined the Coast 

Guard in 2005 and reported aboard 

from Boatswain’s Mate “A” school.  

Prior to school he was stationed as a 

Seaman aboard CGC VALIANT.  

He works as the Assistant Navigator 

aboard KW.  His main job is to pre-

pare navigational trip plans, maintain 

up to date navigational charts, and 

maintain all bridge equipment.  He 

recently qualified as a small boat 

coxswain & is working on Deck 

Watch Officer qualifications. He 

would like to be stationed at every 

type of operational unit.

 

both Coast Guard assets to the public.  During one 

security patrol we conducted towing and rescue and assistance drills.  These drills provided an excel-

lent opportunity for both cutters to fine tune their response to potential search and rescue cases. Thank 

you to LT Blake Stockwell and the crew of CGC TYBEE for your teamwork and enthusiasm during 

MEET THE CREW

 

 CGC TYBEE’s 1st Patrol

 

EMCS Frank DONZE 

reported 

aboard KW in June 2007.  He is 

originally from Warwick, PA and 

joined the Coast Guard in 1987.  He 

is a Senior Chief Electrician’s mate 

and is the Engineering Petty Officer 

(EPO) aboard KW.   As the EPO he 

is in charge of the all machinery and 

electronic systems aboard the cutter.  

He is also the Command Chief, 

which is the senior enlisted person 

aboard.  The role of the Command 

Chief is to provide guidance and 

advocacy for the junior members of 

the crew.  His goal  is to make Mas-

ter Chief Electrican’s Mate.

 

Above:  EMCS Donze

 

Above:  BM3 Endicott

 


