[image: image1.wmf]Welcome to news from “The 

Keeper of New York Harbor.”  

This summer has been a busy 

one.  The crew has done a 

great job balancing a busy op-

erational schedule and dry 

dock with emergent events like 

the grounding of the Tanker 

White Star.  One of the unique 

mission capabilities that 

KATHERINE WALKER 

brings to the table is the deck 

handling equipment and train-

ing to be an oil spill recovery 

platform.  This past June we 

conducted an oil recovery ex-

ercise working with the Atlantic 

Strike Team, civilian operated 

New Jersey Responder, Clean 

Water Cooperation, and CGC 

LINE.    

The equipment known 

as Vessel of Opportunity Skim-

ming System (VOSS) is a modu-

lar oil recovery method that can 

be secured to, and operated 

from, a vessel at a spill site.

 

 It is 

pre

-

staged on a 48

-

foot low

-

bed 

tractor trailer

 

in Earle, N.J. for 

immediate transport to the loca-

tion of a spill.

 

 With this system, 

we can quickly transform into an 

oil recovery platform with a 

Team exercises: New Jersey Responder deploys a stern skimmer

 

“Semper Paratus” for Grounded Tanker

 

BRAVO ZULU COR-

NER!

 

·

 

EM1 David Hayes suc-

cessfully completed the 

Command Drug and 

Alcohol Representative 

(CDAR) Course and 

earned a qualification as 

unit CDAR.

 

·

 

KW partnered with the 

Jersey City Fire Boat 

twice this summer for 

dive operations and law 

enforcement training.  

Thanks JCFD!

 

·

 

ET1 Alec Goenner was 

promoted to First Class 

Petty Officer September 

1st.  Congrats!

 

·

 

ET1 Alec Goenner and 

SN Jason Silver earned 

Sea Service Ribbons for 

satisfactorily completing 

one year of sea time.

 

·

 

BM2 Steven Endicott was 

announced as our Sailor 

of the Quarter during the 

4th of July cruise. Great 

maximum skimming capability of 

190 gallons per minute.  The VOSS 

exercise proved to be quite timely as 

we were called to stand by for the 

grounded vessel White Star just 

weeks later.  Luckily the CG was 

able to remove the White Star, who 

had run aground due to a engine 

casualty,  from the sand bar before 

any oil was spilled.  Enjoy this edi-

tion. 

 

LT Amy E. Florentino

 

Commanding Officer
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

 

KW patrols the security zone around grounded tanker White Star

 

KW deploys the oil recovery boom .
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KATHERINE WALKER continued her 

mission of educational outreach this sum-

mer.  

We hosted several high school stu-

dents in the Naval Sea Cadet program for 

week long training sessions.  Palo Henri-

ques, Mike Serdinsky, and Nick Clark 

each spent a week working with the deck 

department in June and early July to 

learned what it was like to be a junior 

enlisted Coastie.  Cadet Henriques is 

shown (right) learning to man the helm 

under Seaman Ramos’ watchful eye.  Ca-

det Clark (left) learns how to fix a buoy 

lantern with Seaman Silver.  Cadet 

Serdinsky explained that the sea 

cadet program “gives youths be-

tween the ages of 13 and 18 the 

chance to experience military life, 

get a head start in advancement and 

become more patriotic citizens.”  

KW teamed up with CGC LINE to 

host the Science, Technology and 

KW continues to be an advocate for Partners in Education.

 

Engineering Preview (STEP) summer camp 

(shown below) during our oil spill recovery 

exercise.  This program, sponsored by Conoco 

Phillips, introduces promising young women 

to exciting career fields. The crew of KW also 

did an outstanding job collecting and donating 

seven fully stocked back packs with supplies 

totaling over $700 for Operation Back Pack, 

which supports homeless children within New 

York’s shelter system. Bravo Zulu to all par-

ticipants!

 

Leadership Spotlight at Cape May

 

KW visited Cape May, NJ this July for 

some Unit Leadership Development!  

We conducted annual training while at 

the pier, but even more importantly had 

some terrific interaction with the Com-

for the crew to have a direct and im-

mediate impact on the newest mem-

bers of the Coast Guard.  To the left, 

some of the crew pose with the recruit 

company.  MK2 Adam Abreu is 

shown above explaining techniques on 

how to patch a broken pipe.  The crew 

also shadowed a group of Company 

Commanders (a.k.a. Drill Instructors) 

as a new recruit company “got of the 

bus” and started their in process cycle.  

The chance to watch the intense inter-

actions from the other side of the fence 

was a unique opportunity for many of 

the crew.  We also had a morale day at 

the All Hands Club coordinated by the 

morale committee.  The Cape May 

experience was an excellent chance to 

focus on core values and take pride in 

our jobs.

 

On the 4th of July, KW served as the Patrol 

Commander for port security forces during the 

Macy’s 4th of July Extravaganza.  We part-

nered with Sector New York, Marine Safety 

and Security Team Boston and the NYPD to 

ensure the waterways remained safe.  Besides 

some rowdy dinner cruise boats, the night went 

off without a hitch.  Instead of hosting the tradi-

tional public affairs cruise, KW invited only 

dependents for the cruise.  This was one way of 

saying “THANK YOU” to the crew for all of 

their hard work during the year.  The only ex-

ception was a five member team of Central 

Jersey Navy Leaguers who donated food and 

did all the cooking.  This gave the cooks a rare 

chance to enjoy the event.  Despite the rain, 

everyone really enjoyed themselves especially 

when the skies cleared for the show.

 

Hotel Company 177 and KW crew after an 

intense hands on training session.

 

4th of July Extravaganza!

 

pany Commanders and Recruit Com-

pany Hotel 177.  The crew hosted the 

recruit company aboard one evening 

and ran them through hands on exer-

cises such as heaving lines, a rescue 

swimmer demonstration, engine room 

tours, bridge equipment, buoy deck 

chain handling, and damage control 

techniques.  It was a great opportunity 
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KATHERINE WALKER and her crew 

hosted a Sector New York Officer’s As-

sociation event this past July.  The Offi-

cer’s Association provided food for an 

evening picnic and arranged all logistics 

to keep the museum open for a private 

after hours viewing.  The weather was 

spectacular and many of the crew took 

advantage of the unique opportunity to 

bring along their families.  We departed 

“Thank you! Again the K.W. 

rises to the occasion” 

-

Capt 

O’Brien, Commander, Sector 

New York

 

Above: Approaching the pier for our own 

private tour!

 

Right:  KW moored along side the museum 

entrance.

 

vessels that ply the waters get bigger and 

bigger.  The joint effort was successful 

and combined the use of sonar equip-

ment, a remotely operated vehicle, divers 

and the buoy deck team aboard KW.  The 

KW small boat and Jersey City Fire Boat 

are seen to the left.  The divers are lo-

cated in the water next the our small 

boat.  The hull we recovered, pictured 

above, had been on the bottom for over 

ten years but was still structurally sound 

and was sent to the buoy depot  for refur-

KATHERINE WALKER’s crew teamed 

up with Marine Safety and Security Dive 

Teams from Boston and New York as 

well as the Jersey City Fire Department 

to begin recovering sunken buoy hulls 

that were discovered during  bottom 

surveys of the harbor. Recovering the 

buoy hulls plays an important role in 

preventing navigational hazards as the 

Dive Ops recover sunken buoys

 

Sector New York hosted the annual Coast 

Guard Day Picnic at Fort Wadsworth on Au-

gust 3rd.  Competing against Sector New 

York, Sturgeon Bay, Hawser and Line; KW 

took home first place in the Olympics style 

tournament.  The tug of war team consisting 

of ET1 Alec Goenner, BM2 Steven Endicott, 

FS2 Dean Berkovics, DC2 Chris Bynum and 

SN Chuck Smith was the highlight of the day 

as they won a commanding victory over the 

other teams.  A picnic and family events were 

also sponsored by Sector New York Morale.

 

KW hosts Sector New York Coast Guard Officer’s Association 

for picnic and private tour of Ellis Island!

 

from Bayonne and took a scenic tour of the 

harbor as we waited for the last tour boat 

and work boat to leave the island.  We 

paused for a photo opportunity in front of 

the Statue of Liberty and observed the PE-

NOBSCOT BAY diligently standing the 

Port, Waterways Security watch.  After the 

last ferry and work boat left the island, we 

moored at the museum, the same building 

which provided a port of entry to thou-

sands of our ancestors.   We enjoyed a 

water front picnic compliments of the Offi-

cer’s Association and were able to wander 

through the entire museum at our leisure.  

It was a great event for all hands.

 

CG Day Champs!
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Thompson, the Coast Guard and Auxiliary were honored by 

Woodbridge Township and the State of New Jersey.  The 

ceremony included an official piping aboard of senior offi-

cials, a flag ceremony, a gun salute provided by the  local 

VFW, a wreath laying and refreshments.  The highlight of 

the event was the musical program including the National 

Anthem which was sung by our very own BM3 Mark 

Posey and the patriotic tunes sung by Ms. Stacie Wells, 

USO.  Mayor John McCormac, State Senator Joe Vitalie 

and the Central NJ Navy League presented proclamations 

to Sector NY, KATHERINE WALKER and Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 4

-

4.  Despite the hot temperatures, the event in-

spired patriotism and pride in all who attended.

 

State of New Jersey & Township of 

Woodbridge Salute the CG!

 

Phone: 201

-

443

-

5311

 

Keeper of New York 

Harbor

 

We are on the web:

 

 

http://www.uscg.mil/d1/

 

units/cgckatherinewalker/

 

At the beginning of August, KW entered a two 

month dry dock availability.   For the first time 

since her commissioning KW did not travel to 

the  Coast Guard Yard and is completing major 

renovations in the Bayonne Dry Dock.  The Dry 

Dock is a commercial enterprise, but was previ-

ously a Navy facility, which worked on famous 

war ships including the USS WASP and USS 

HORNET.  Most recently, the USS INTREPID 

completed a restoration project at this site.  The 

dock is 1092’ by 148’ and KW only takes up 1% 

of its 99,000 ton capacity.  KW is completing 

several projects including an overhaul of the Z

-

drive propulsion system, preservation of the hull 

(a.k.a. painting), buoy crane maintenance, bow 

thruster maintenance, and a preservation of our 

cargo hold.  The ship’s force is also quite busy 

ET1 Alec Goenner is a native of 

Pensacola, Florida and reported 

aboard in July 2006.  He joined the 

Coast Guard in 2002 and has pur-

sued a career in the electronics field.  

His duties aboard include responsi-

bility for all navigation equipment, 

radios, radars, and electronics.  He is 

also the computer systems manager 

and performs all Information Tech-

nology (IT) duties for the crew.  ET1 

is a qualified inport Command Duty 

Officer and underway Junior Officer 

of the Deck.  ET1 was promoted to 

first class petty officer on September 

1st.  He hopes to continue advancing 

and would like to explore a billet 

with a law enforcement focus.

 

with interior maintenance,  an overhaul of the air 

conditioning system and painting items not in-

cluded in the contract.  The work is important in 

ensuring KW’s continued high performance but we 

look forward to sailing again.

 

MEET THE CREW

 

KW undergoes a major face lift!

 

Seaman Celimar Ramos is a native of 

Central Islip, NY. She graduated from 

Recruit Training Center Cape May, NJ 

in December 2007 and reported aboard 

KW as a member of the deck depart-

ment.  Her primary duty is that of a 

deck seaman, in which she is qualified 

in all watch stations including anchor 

watch, buoy deck rigger and ATON 

technician.  She is also a qualified 

Helmsman, Lookout and Inport Secu-

rity Watch Stander.  She was recently 

approved for Gunner’s Mate “A” 

school.  Gunner’s Mate school is in 

Yorktown, VA and will provide skills 

and training in weapons systems, hy-

draulics, electronics and small arms 

instruction.

 

ET1  has his crows pinned on

 

Above:  SN Ramos

 

July 28, 2007 was a special day for the 

KW and Auxiliary Flotilla 4

-

4.  In an 

event put together by Auxiliarist Dee 

Square it away sailor!     

-

XO

 












































