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U.S. COAST GUARD MARITIME ASSISTANCE POLICIES – KEY POINTS
1.   Commercial Operator’s License Required:  46 U.S.C. requires the operator of any vessel that tows a disabled vessel for compensation to have a valid license to operate that type of vessel in that particular geographic area.

2.   Primary Concern:  The CG’s primary concern in a search and rescue situation is that timely and effective assistance be provided.

3.   CG Policy-Distress:  Immediate response will be initiated, if feasible, to any known situation is that timely and effective assistance be provided.

4.   No Conflict Concern – Any Situation:  Private organizations (non-commercial), state and local organizations, and Good Samaritans are acceptable sources of SAR assistance.  When volunteered or available, their help can be used without concern for conflict with commercial providers.  However, if their expertise is unknown, the SMC shall more closely monitor the assistance provided.  This is especially true in the case of Good Samaritans.

5.   Guiding Principles in Non-Distress Cases:  When specifically requested assistance, such as a commercial firm, marina, or friend, is not available, a request for assistance will be broadcasted.  If a commercial provider is available and can be on scene within a reasonable time (usually one hour or less) or an offer to assist is made by a responder listed previously, no further action by the Coast Guard, beyond monitoring the incident, will be taken.  Otherwise, a CG Auxiliary facility, if available, or a regular CG resource may be used.

6.   Non-Distress Use of CG:  A CG resource may assist in a non-distress situation when no higher priority missions exist and no other capable resource is reasonably available.  Note:  “Reasonably available” means that the resources should be able to respond before the situation deteriorates.

7.   Marine Assistance Request Broadcast (MARB):  A broadcast made to determine if someone in the area can come to his/her assistance.  A CG guideline of 10 minutes is recommended for SMC to await an answer to a MARB prior to directing CG or CG Auxiliary resources to respond.
8.   Simultaneous Arrival:  To minimize conflict, if a CG Auxiliary facility under orders or a regular CG resource arrives on scene nearly simultaneously with a commercial provider, they shall report to the SMC, remain on scene until it is confirmed the provider is capable of providing the required assistance and safely completing the case, then clear the area, and take no further part in the incident.

9.   If Situation Deteriorates:   The SMC should normally dispatch CG resources any time the circumstances in a case threaten to deteriorate into a DISTRESS situation that exceeds the capability of the assisting resource.

10. CG Salvage Policy:  When commercial salvors are on scene performing salvage, CG units may assist them within the unit’s capabilities, if the salvor requests.  CG units and personnel shall not be unduly hazarded in performing salvage.

11. CG Firefighting Policy:  Primary responsibility for maintaining necessary firefighting capabilities in U.S. ports and harbor lies with local authorities.  The CG renders assistance as available.  Firefighting activities involving commercial vessels or waterfront facilities rests with the COTP (Captain of the Port).

12. CG Navigation Policy:  The CG will NOT assume responsibility for navigating a vessel, but it may provide the master certain navigation information if available as charted or published by a reputable source.  The CG will NOT pass a course to steer.
