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Certification


	Notes: Certificate from USCG

Keep certificate to turn in copy for State Boater Safety Card

80% for passing

50 questions plus 10 state questions
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Know Your Boat

Chapter 1
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Boats

•

What kinds of boats are represented in 

this class?

•

How are boats moved from one place to 

another place in the water?

1

2


	Ask: What kind of boat do you have?

ASK: How are boats moved?
Response: mechanical, wind, manual (paddle), current
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Powerboats

•

Propulsion Types?

•

Gasoline engines

•

Diesel engines

•

Jet motors

•

Some types are

Cruisers

Runabouts

PWC

1

2


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: What are some propulsion types?

Boats are classified by propulsion, hull, and engine types.

Responses: Gasoline, diesel, jet
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bow

starboard

gunwale

cleat

port

stern

transom

Powerboat Terms
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	Instructor Notes:

Get the students to name the parts of the boat before activating the animation.

Ask: Why are these important to know?

Classroom training aid: pass around a model boat and have each student name one boat term.
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steering nozzle

impeller

intake grate

drive shaft

PWC Jet Drive System
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	Instructor Notes:

Discuss: advantages and disadvantages of jet drives
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Length of Boats

length


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: for a definition of “legal vessel length”

Response: bow to transom; not including engines, swim platform, bowsprit etc.l 

Ask: for a definition of “overall length”

Response: is the total length including engines, swim platform, bow pulpit, etc. 
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Hull Types

•

Displacement 

•

Planing

•

Combination

1

2

3


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: What are the three main types of hulls?

Display Bullet one: Displacement.

Ask: What are the characteristics of a displacement hull?

Ask: What are some examples of displacement hulls?

Display Bullet two: Planing

Ask: What are the characteristics of a planing hull?

Ask: What are some examples of planing boats?

Display Bullet three: Combination

Ask: Why is this important to know?

Responses: Boats need to be used for the activity for which they were designed.
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Special Purpose Boats

Canoes & Kayaks

Utility Boat

Inflatable
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	Instructor Notes:

Discuss with students what these boats are used for.
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Types of Boat Engines

•

What are the four engine types?

1.

Outboard

2.

Inboard/outboard

3.

Inboard

4.

Jet

1


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: the question on the slide.

Responses: Outboard, Inboard/Outboard, or Stern drive, Inboard, Jet.

We’ll discuss them
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Outboard

Types of Boat Engines


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: What are the advantages and disadvantages of the outboard?
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Types of Boat Engines

Stern Drive


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: What are the advantages and disadvantages of the I/O or stern drive?
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Types of Boat Engines

Inboard


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: What are the advantages and disadvantages of the inboard?
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Types of Boat Engines

Jet Drive


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: What are the advantages and disadvantages of the jet drive?

Remind again of off throttle steering.
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starboard

port

Terms for Safety

1

2


	Instructor Notes:

ASK Why is it important to know starboard from port for safety of crew & boat?

Response: There are many left and right sides to a boat, (depending on which way a person is facing) but only one starboard or port

ASK: How do you remember which side is starboard and which is port?

Response: Green, Right, Starboard  (all longer words)


Red, Left, Port (all are shorter words)
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bunks

tongue

winch

coupler

rollers

Trailering

Your Boat

•

The right trailer

•

The right tow vehicle
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	Instructor Notes:

Ask: What is the right trailer and the right tow vehicle?

Ask: Why is this an important safety item?

Make sure the class discusses vessel weight, vehicle towing capacity.

Make sure to discuss that the trailer needs to be able to carry the weight of the boat as well as the engine(s), fuel and gear

Go over the animations and the various parts of a trailer.
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Trailering

Your Boat

•

Match coupler and ball

•

Maintain proper tongue weight 7

-

10%

•

Safety chains 

–

crossed

1

2

3


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: why each of these is an important safety consideration?
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Trailering

Safely

•

Before leaving home which things to 

check? 

1


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: the question on the slide

Responses should include:

 Secure loose gear

 Tie down the boat

 Tilt and secure the engine

 Inspect the hitch and safety chain

 Trailer brakes

 Lights

 Bearings

 Tire pressure
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On the Road

•

Traffic flow

•

Turning and cornering wide

•

Check rigging periodically

•

Carry tools, jack, spare parts, and 

flares

•

Observe speed limits

1

2
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	Instructor Notes:

Discuss the safety importance of these bullet points.
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•

Prepare away from the ramp

•

Transfer equipment  and supplies

•

Remove tie

-

downs

•

Check drain plug

•

Attach lines and fenders

Launching Your Boat

1

2

3

4

5


	Before the bullet points are activated,

ASK: What steps would you go through before launching your boat from the trailer? 
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Launching Your Boat

(no finger pier)

•

Back down ramp until lower unit is 

submerged

•

Run blower 4

-

5 min.& start engine 

•

Back down until boat floats

•

Undo winch line

•

Back boat off of the trailer

1

2

3

4

5


	Before the bullet points are activated, 

ASK: What steps would you go through before launching your boat from the trailer? 
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Launching Your Boat

(with finger pier)

•

Back down ramp until boat floats

•

Set brake

-

in park or low gear

•

Undo winch line

•

Slide boat off trailer

•

Tie to dock

•

Run blower 4 to 5 minutes

•

Start engine


	Before the bullet points are activated, 

ASK: What steps would you go through before launching your boat from the trailer? 
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Retrieving Your Boat

•

Back in water to top of trailer tires      

•

Slowly drive the boat onto the trailer

1

2


	Discuss steps with students 

Helpful Hint: Place hand on bottom of steering wheel, then the direction that your hand goes will be the direction the trailer will go

ASK: Is it always a good idea to drive a boat on a trailer.

Response: Could cause environmental damage to ramp area,

There is a danger of boat going onto the trailer to fast –jump over winch post and damage the boat, trailer and tow vehicle 
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Retrieving Your Boat

•

Attach the winch line to the bow eye

•

Shut off the engine

•

Winch the boat until the bow rests on 

the roller

•

Raise lower unit

•

Pull trailer out of the water 

•

Move away from launch ramp

1

2

3

4

5

6


	Discuss steps with students

Point out that there is a lot of tension on the winch straps and it’s wise to stay out of the direct line of them.
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Retrieving Your Boat

•

Remove weeds 

•

Drain bilge and live wells

•

Secure gear and equipment

•

Re

-

attach tie

-

downs and trailer harness 

1

2

3

4


	Discuss steps with students
 
ASK: why is it important to remove weeds and drain bilges right away?
 
Discuss Aquatic Nuisance Species (i.e. zebra mussels) Discuss in more detail in Chapter 7
 
Classroom aid: hand out copies of SpeedGram # ___ regarding non-native nuisance species, or obtain handouts locally
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