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Chapter 2

Before You Get Underway
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Capacity Plate

•

Why is this important?

1


	Discuss that safe boat handling means knowing your vessel’s limits
 
ASK: What could happen if the information on the Capacity Plate was ignored?
 
Discuss: Federal and State law is: all single hull boats less than 20’ (except sailboats and PWC) must have one 
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Float Plans

•

What is a Float Plan?

•

What information does it contain?

1

2


	Instructor Notes:

Discuss the information contained on one.

Ask:  Who would you give this float plan to?

Point that there is a float plan downloadable on their CD.

Ask: Why is this an important part of boating

Hand out a copy of a float plan
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Pre

-

Departure Checks

•

What to do 

BEFORE

you 

Go

1


	ASK: The students for their ideas on what should be included.
 
Classroom aid: Have a whiteboard or flipchart and list the items as mentioned. Then discuss them as to WHY they are important.

 
We want to emphasize:
o        Check the weather
o        Have charts
o        File a float plan
o        Have a boat and equipment checklist
o        Give your passengers a brief safety training- location of PFDs and fire extinguishers, etc
o        Get a Vessel Safety Check!
 
Point out there are downloadable checklists on their CD 

Could hand out a copy of the checklists
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Vessel Safety Checks

•

USCG Auxiliary Vessel Safety Check

•

No charge

•

Ensures your vessel meets or exceeds 

federal & state standards

1

2


	Discuss the VSC program briefly
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Vessel Safety Checks

•

Seal of safety

•

Not an enforcement function

1

2


	Describe the benefits of a VSC:
o        Peace of mind knowing you have all the required gear
o        And that it is in good condition
o        Possible insurance discount!

Same check list as the Marine Officer have when they check your boat
 
Give them all a VSC handout with your flotilla’s contact name and number
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Fueling Safely

•

Fill portable tanks on dock

•

Get people off

•

Turn off all electrical/electronic 

equipment

•

Close hatches and portholes

•

Keep fuel nozzle in contact with deck 

plate

•

Do not overfill tanks

1

2

3

4

5

6


	Before animation, 

ASK: What are the safety considerations in fueling a boat

o        At the fuel dock?
o        At a gas station?
o        Using portable gas tanks?
Create a scenario of docking at a gas dock—ask class: What do I do next, and then, and then etc.—before showing bullets
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Fueling


	Ask: Why do I have to keep the nozzle in contact with the filler pipe?

Response: when  gasoline flows through a rubber hose, it can create a static charge
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Fueling Safely

•

Open all hatches and portholes

•

Ventilate bilge after fueling

•

Turn on bilge blower for 4 to 5 minutes 

before restarting engine

•

Give nose test

•

Start engine

•

Get people back on the boat

1

2

3

4

5
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	Before animation, 

Continue the scenario on what to do after fueling and in what order.  Ask: what do we do now—get the people back on the boat last!
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Fueling Safely

PWC

•

Check system for leaks

•

Fill tank slowly do not overfill

•

After fueling ventilate engine 

compartment

•

Check for spills

1

2

3

4


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: What safety concerns are there in fueling a PWC at a fuel dock?

Remember: there is no blower on a PWC
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Use Your Nose


	Instructor Notes:

Ask: Why?
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Don’t Run Out of Gas

•

The 1/3 Rule

•

1/3 to get there

•

1/3 to get back

•

1/3 just in case (of problems)


	Instructors Notes

This is an old US Coast Guard rule

Ask: why have an extra 1/3 of gas in reserve

Why do boaters run out of gas
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Maintain Your Boat

•

Examine interior and exterior out of the 

water

•

Check 

gelcoat

and thru

-

hulls

•

Hang canoes upside down

•

Clean lines and sails

•

Keep boats covered for storage

1

2

3

4

5


	Discuss that keeping your boat in good condition is a safety consideration
 
ASK: what maintenance items should be routine to your day on the water?
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Boating Accessories

•

Anchor and line 

•

Spare parts and tool kit

•

Compass and charts

•

Radio, VHF

-

FM marine

•

Docking lines

•

First aid kit

•

Water for emergencies

•

Flashlight

•

Spare bulbs

•

Paddle

1

2

3

4
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	Before showing bullet points,

Discuss that in addition to gear and equipment required by federal and state (CH 5), there are many recommended items
 
ASK: What would you include? Why?
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Preventing Theft

•

Secure the trailer

•

Mark property with boat number

•

Lock outboards with chain

•

Remove items 

•

Take complete inventory 

•

Log serial numbers

•

Remove keys


	Discuss ways of preventing theft of property
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Cleat Hitch


	Demonstrate the proper way to do a cleat hitch—and pass sample cleats and line around the class and have them practice
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Bowline


	The bowline is called the “king of knots”

Have enough lines for each person in the class and demonstrate the bowline and help each person to successfully tie a bowline
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