	Notary Services


 

	All D17 Legal support staff are certified Notary Publics for the state of Alaska.

Financial, legal, and other transactions that require the services of a notary involve all of us at one time or another. Understanding what a notary is and what a notary can and cannot do is important and can serve to prevent a great deal of frustration.


 

	WHAT IS A NOTARY? 

A notary (or a notary public) is a person legally authorized by a state to administer oaths, take acknowledgments & certify documents. Under certain conditions a commissioned officer may perform notarial acts as authorized by federal and state law.

WHAT CAN A NOTARY DO?

The most common service performed by a notary is certification that the person who signs a document is in fact that person. This may also include certifying that the person has declared that a particular document has been executed (signed) for the purposes stated within the document; this is known as an acknowledgment. The notary's signature and seal verify to anyone later examining the document that the person who’s name appears on the signature line is actually the person who did sign it. A notary may also take oaths or affirmations where the person signing the document also certifies that the statements in it are true. Note-- the notary does not certify that the statements are in fact true, but rather, only that the signer is attesting to that fact. Notaries may also certify that a copy of a document is a "true copy," that is, it is an accurate duplicate of the original. Depending upon the specific state law, a notary may have other powers. For example, in the state of Florida, licensed notaries may perform marriages.

WHAT CAN'T A NOTARY DO?

As stated above, the authority of a notary is governed by state law. Non-attorney notaries may not practice law; this includes the preparation, drafting, or selection of legal documents as well as giving advice on a legal matter. A notary cannot put a signature or seal on any document certifying the authenticity of a signature of the signer unless the signer personally appears before the notary.

ARE MILITARY OFFICERS NOTARIES?

Generally, the authority to administer oaths and act as a notary is limited to commissioned officers for the purposes of military administration. Specific discussion of this authority may be found in Article 7-1-8 of Coast Guard Regulations, Article 136 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice and in Title 10 Section 936 & Title 14 Section 636 of the United States Code. Military attorneys may also act as notaries for those individuals, military and retired military , and their dependents, who are eligible to receive legal assistance services (see Title 10 Section 1044a United States Code.). Some civilians, when overseas, are also included.

In some states, state law has also granted notarial powers to military officers. In Alaska, a commissioned officer, on active duty, may act as a notary for members, and their dependants, of the armed forces of the United States. This provision is contained in the Alaska Statue § 09.63.010.


