Statement: NG

Tothebestofmylmow]edgeandrecoﬂecﬁomthmmthefactsandmlsludingupwmdimhldjngthe
dive on August 17 2006.

PrepforthisdivebeganafewweeksagowhanTHillinfomeduswemaygettodiVeduringscienceops.
We began going through the dive locker assembling working equipment the night before the anticipated
dive. lthadbeensomeﬁmesincethedivelockuandequipmmthadbeenused. A lot of the equipment
was not labeled if it was leaky or broken. Wespentlheaﬂanoontesﬁnghosingandcheckﬁ:gequipment.
We found correct hoses to fit dry suits, non-leaking depth gauges, tested AGA masks, and tried on dry
suits. Weteswdthctankstoseeifdleyneededtobejammedandgotajlofourequipmmlrmdy. That dive
was disapproved. thntherewtalkoficeb'beny,wedecideditwauldbeagoodopporunﬁtymgeta
cold water familiarization dive in. Neither BM?2 Dugque nor myself had ever been diving in the ice. The
last diving I did was on the 20 Oct 2005. Wewembackdowntomedivelocka,mteetedandhspectedaﬂ
of our equipment. Wemhhadabont401bofweighttolakcwithustommbntthebuoymcyofthedry
suits. LTHﬂlwaswmringadrysuiLBM2andmyselfwereweaﬁngneoprenedrymﬂts. We inspected the
suitsforholcsandtearsandtxiedthemontoemumagoodﬁt. The suits had not been tested in the water
since the last dive operations held during HEALY’s 2005 patrol. Before heading to the ice LT Hil]
questioned us to see if we were in good health. Slwaskedifwehadealen,ifwewerewenﬁngcontacts,
had false teeth, were on any medication, This was the typical pre-dive check. I was feeling fine and was
not on any medication. BM2 was wearing contacts. He also said he was taking a sports pill that was
supposed to increase his metabolism, but said it was mostly just a vitamin. He said he didn’t remember
what it was called. LT Hill recruited DC3 QEEllIR, ENS and LTIG@P as line tenders. The line
tenders helped walk divers to the water and dress, Once all equipment was at the water’s edge, LT Hill
held a dive brief. She went through line commands with line tenders, Then she described the dive. The
first dive was to be just below the surface. It would be a roll in entry. We were then going to test the dry
suits. The first dive was focused on getting comfortable with the gear, and identifying any problems. We
werctocheckforleaking,getcomfortablewdththcbuoyancyofthcsuimensmethcpwgewlminme
suits worked, and that the masks were not leaky. The second dive would be no more than 20 ft. We were
goingtogetusedtoadjustiugthebuoyancyofthcdrymﬁHImderwater,andmvingmundinihcm. The
plan was for LT Hill to get in first, then BM2, then myself. There were no qualified divers on deck, LT
Hill got in first and was floating fine at the surface. BM2 had problems with one of his gloves, but I ;
couldn’t tell from my position by the water what the problem was. He eventually got a new glove and got
positioned by the water. He rolled in second. He too was floating fine on the surface. I rolled in last, Igot
in and felt water in my arms. lknewtheneckonmysuitwasalittlc}om,bmlthoughtwiﬂ:thehoodon
it would make a seal. [ could feel more water enter. In addition even with the purge valve in my arm
closed air kept streaming out. I had no buoyancy. I was wet and could not float. I tried the purge valve in
both directions, but could not keep air in my suit. lmademywaybacktotlwiccandhadmytenderpuﬂ
me out. I talked to LT Hill from the ice. Shesaidthcmmnomoresuilsthatwehndn’tahudylooked
at, but that I could go up and look. ENSWEES and I headed back to the boat. On the way back we heard a
pipe stating liberty would end at 1845, It was about 1815 when the pipe was made. There was no way I
wouldﬁndanmhcrdrymit,getamedupandbackinthcwaterbcfomﬁbenyexpm I decided to go up,
change into some dry clothes and head back down to waich the dive. Ichanged and headed back down to
the ice. Onmywaydoumdwlﬂminpipewasmadeforﬁbeml. When [ got to the waters edge DC3

and LTJG WP said they had let out almost 100 ft of line and they were still asking for more. DC3

decompress. Wekept pulling slowly. It soon became clear that their lines had not gone under any ice, and
ﬂmta]lthelcngththatwaslemutwasgoingdirecﬂydomward. They were far deeper than they were
supposed to go. We began to pull them up a little faster. BMCSJ, called for more people to come
over. Weslartedpullingt‘hemfaster,hutdidn’twamtocmsedumgeiﬂheywmsﬁllb!mdﬁng. When
they came into view it was clear that they were unconscious. LT Hill still had bubbles coming from her
mask. There were no bubbles coming from BM2 Dugue. We pulled them to the surface. I was closest to
BM2 so I got to the waters edge. I could see foam and blood coming out of his mask. I yelled for someone
to help me get him out of the water. We pulled him out and took off his mask. He looked biue and bloated
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and was foaming blood. We turned him on his side. Someone was trying to open his mouth so we could
clear his airway and start CPR. T looked over to LT Hill. She had been pulled out of the water, and people
were starting CPR. She was very white. I yelled for someone to get a Dive Surgeon, or someone from the
Dive school on the phone and to get me a dive manual, I knew if we could get them conscious we would
havvetogeuheminthepomblechamberfordecompressionandnanspon. I was not confident in my
decompression knowledge or in my knowledge of using the portable chamber. 1 also knew they needed
more help then we could possibly provide on the boat. We were over 500 miles from shore and any
qualifieddivemedic.A]lhandswmbelpingﬁndh:gtheHSConbwd,getﬁngsmchas,andoxygm Ido
not know when they got oxygen. Ome!bu'ewverealolofpeopledoingCPRmdt'znspor&ngmembom
clinic,lwemtogaﬁ:eralldteinfolhsdabomdivemedicine. I brought it to the clinic where the chamber
had been opened. I found the directions for operating the chamber in LT Hill’s files. With the help of
EMCM e, MK Q. and LCDR SMSSER we st up the chamber and tested it. It would have
been ready for use by 1930. Meanwhile, HSC TR, LTJG WP and many crewmembers and scientists
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