As delivered


Admiral Tom Collins

USCG Welcome Home to CG Forces

Remarks

June 11, 2003

Norfolk, VA

Good morning!  I’m happy to be here today to welcome these cutters home, safe and sound, and to celebrate their tremendous accomplishments.  Thank you to all the family members and friends also here today to celebrate their return.

[Recognize distinguished guests].

Finally, to TACLETs North and South, PSU 305, the Support Group, and to the crews of Cutters DALLAS, GRAND ISLE, BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, PEA ISLAND, and KNIGHT ISLAND, WELCOME HOME!  We are glad to have you back.  I know I’m speaking on behalf of every person who wears Coast Guard blue, when I say I am so proud of you and the work you did in the Mediterranean in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. 

The individual missions you undertook and the accomplishments you achieved were all necessary pieces of the greater whole of defending freedom and liberty.  No effort on your part was done in isolation.  Your Mediterranean operations supported Arabian Gulf operations.  Each part was important.  Failure in one area could have led to failure and disruptions in other areas.  Similarly, your success in performing your many and varied missions allowed success in other areas of the war effort.

Your accomplishments working with the Navy confirms the National Fleet policy statement signed last year by the Chief of Naval Operations and myself.  In it, we state the Coast Guard’s and Navy’s firm commitment to full cooperation and integration, to optimize our effectiveness across all naval and maritime missions, and to leverage the assets of the other by providing unique capabilities for specific missions and increased capability during surge ops.

When I became Commandant, I wrote my Commandant’s Direction, outlining my priorities as Readiness, People, and Stewardship.  Let me quote a small part of that for you: 

“The Coast Guard has a rich history of meeting our nation’s needs, of being always ready for the call, by providing our military, maritime and multi-mission services whenever and wherever needed. Key to our success has been the integrity, professionalism and adaptability of our people, and the multi-mission capability embedded in our cutters.”

You have lived up to every one of those words – your nation called and you responded. With little notice to prepare for this historic deployment, you proved you were “always ready”.  We needed your military, maritime, and multi-mission services far from your usual patrol areas and you were there.  The multi-mission capabilities of your cutters made you invaluable resources.  And finally, to each and every man and woman who served on these cutters, your integrity, professionalism, and adaptability were the cornerstone of accomplishing your missions so successfully.

Again, thank you for all your hard work and the sacrifices you made to answer your country’s call to duty.  You have proven once again, what every Cadet, Officer Candidate, and Seaman Recruit knows and repeats often  – that the Coast Guard is that hard nucleus about which the Navy forms in time of war!

Bravo Zulu, DALLAS and CG Patrol Forces!

We are very fortunate to be led by a Secretary who knows quite a bit about the challenges and opportunities of public service.  He has served his country with distinction as an Army Infantryman in Vietnam, as a District Attorney, as a member of Congress, and as Governor of Pennsylvania. 

In October of 2001, following the tragic events of September 11th, he was sworn in as the first Director of the Office of Homeland Security, charged with developing and coordinating a comprehensive national strategy to strengthen the United States against terrorist threats or attacks.

On January 24th 2003, after receiving the nomination of President George W. Bush, he became the first Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my privilege to introduce the Honorable Tom Ridge, Secretary of the Coast Guard and of the Department of Homeland Security.
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