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      Welcome Aboard STATION COOS BAY the       13th District’s finest Lifeboat Station.  The Coast Guard relishes a deep and revered history in the Bay Area dating back to the 1850’s when Coos Bay emerged as an important harbor on the Oregon coast.  It’s sheltered roadstead, extensive timber and coal resources drew settlers and coastal commerce.  The region’s river valleys appealed to farmers and stock raisers.  On May 19, 1855 the first cargo of coal, a load of 300 tons, passed out over the Coos Bay bar.  For the next sixty years, coal was a staple export of the harbor.  In 1855-56 Henry H. Luse and Asa M. Simpson developed sawmills and shipyards on Coos Bay.  Their exports of piling, lumber, and shingles added to the region’s commerce.  The entrance to the bay, its shifting channels and shoals, and the need for aids to navigation did not receive the attention of the U. S. government until September 1861.  That fall, James S. Lawson of the U. S. Coast Survey wrote to his superiors in Washington D.C.: “With the slight information which we had been able to pick up, before sailing from San Francisco, I declined to risk the vessel by entering Koos bay until some examination had been made of the bar and channel.”  Between 1861 and 1865 the Coast Survey carried out a careful analysis of the hydrograph of the harbor.  The crews from the Fauntleroy made 14,094 soundings in the estuary, observed 1,506 angles, and covered an estimated 154 square mile of the bay’s surface.

While the Coast Survey was carrying out its investigations of Coos Bay, Congress funded a permanent lighthouse at the harbor entrance.  On July 2, 1864, it passed an act for erecting a lighthouse on Cape Arago and appropriated $15,000 for the project.  The construction was carried out in 1866 and the light was first illuminated on November 1st of that year.  The light was a fourth order Fresnal beacon with a focal plane seventy-five feet above the sea.  This lighthouse became the first permanent beacon to assist mariners along the Oregon coast.  Lighthouses were established at Umpqua River in 1857, Cape Blanco in 1870, Yaquina Bay in 1872, Cape Foulweather in 1873, and Tillamook Rock in 1881.
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In spite of construction of the lighthouse, the volume of traffic over the Coos Bay bar and the lack of jetties meant that numerous vessels were lost in the nineteenth century.  Many of the local residents looked to the keeper and his assistants at the lighthouse to provide life-saving service for those in distress at the harbor entrance.  On several occasions in the 1860’s and early 1870’s, the personnel of the station did provide that aid.  In stormy weather, however, the crews at the lighthouse often found it impossible to launch their open boat in the wave tossed inlet between the island and the mainland to go to the assistance of those aboard a stricken vessel.  On February 5, 1876 the Coos Bay News proposed that a life-saving station should be constructed in Charleston at the junction of South Slough and Coos Bay and that a telegraph wire be laid from there to the lighthouse.  The writer suggested that the lighthouse keepers, seeing a vessel in distress, could telegraph a message to a life-saving crew on the lower bay and those men, in turn, could launch their boat and go to the rescue.


In 1878 the government commissioned the U.S. Life-Saving Service station for Coos Bay and located it at the Cape Arago Lighthouse.  The service erected a one and one-half story, wood framed station on pilings in the beach cove on the east side of the lighthouse island.  The station had a keeper, but had to rely upon volunteer crews to man the lifeboat kept at the station. This meant that men from Empire City in Coos Bay had to row down the bay to Charleston, run through the forest over the trail to the lighthouse, cross to the island, and then launch the lifeboat and row to the assistance of those wrecked or in danger on the Coos Bay Bar.


The U.S. Life-Saving Service station remained at Lighthouse Island from 1878 till 1891.  During that period the following men served as station keepers:
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1878-81 C. Nelson

1881 Thomas Brown

1881-83 James Desmond

1883-86 William Abbot

1886-87 R.E. Menning

1887-89 John H. Calvin

1889-92
James Hodgson


In 1891 the station moved to new quarters two and one-half miles north of the bar on the east side of the harbor’s North Spit.  For the first time in the station’s service, a full crew was recruited and hired in 1891.  The new site qualified as a first class lifeboat station with a lifeboat, surfboat, beach apparatus, shot lines, whip lines, and other equipment for assisting mariners in distress. Among the last duties of the men at Cape Arago Lighthouse in official life-saving activities was the rescue of fifteen passengers and part of the crew of the steamer Arago that wrecked on the south side of the harbor entrance on October 3, 1891.  In the spring of 1916 the lifeboat station moved to a site near Coos Head in Charleston. 

From 1916 to the early 1940’s the station’s sailors perfected their ability to rescue the people in danger at the Coos Bay entrance. In 1941, the station found itself with a new mission. On top of saving life at sea, the United States had entered WWII and the station was tasked with patrolling the beaches for enemy vessels and U-boats off the west coast. To accomplish this, the Coast Guard moved horses and dogs to the station to assist with the patrols. The men had to walk or ride up and down the beaches 24 hours a day in all the weather the Pacific Northwest could dish out. This was a tedious task that had to be done on top of being ready to respond to a rescue at the entrance. Through all their efforts the patrols only wear paths in the sand during this time. After the war had ended, the station went back to what they did best, search and rescue. The station was now using the 36’ MLB’s that gave them the ability to work in the heavy surf conditions at the entrance. Due to the location of the station and the maintenance that had to be conducted on the boats, the MLB’s used a marine rail system to lift the boats out of the water and placed in the station building. The station building and rail system can still be found here in the bay area and at the old Coquille River Station located in Bandon. 

The present station now consists of a main building, a haulout facility, a hobby garage, and the boathouse.  The main building contains the communications center and almost all of the station offices.  In addition, it houses the messdeck, galley, recreation room, unaccompanied personnel housing, and the duty boat crew rooms.  The hobby garage has one garage door inside which station members may work on various personal wood projects along with a large weight room/Sauna.  The garage is also the location of the MAA office.  The haul out facility is large enough to accommodate any of the station boats including the 52’ MLB Intrepid.  Home of the Engineering and Deck office, this is where just about all of the work on the boats take place.  Also, located in the haulout facility are the
 Engineering parts room and workshop, the Bos'n hole and Survival office.  The boathouse consists of two covered moorings, two outdoor moorings, the engineer flat, SAR gear stowage room, and the gear drying room.  
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                                                                Attached to the unit are 4 small boats, which consist of the 52-foot MLB Intrepid, two 47-foot MLB's, and one 25-foot RBS.  The MLB Intrepid is one of only four unique motor lifeboats used by the Coast Guard and is the pride of the station. The other 52's are located at Station Gray's Harbor, WA, Station Cape Disappointment, WA, and Station Yaquina Bay, OR. The Intrepid was actually listed in the Guinness Book of World records for being the only boat to survive a pitch-pole twice in a row.  While underway for a case, the Intrepid was caught on the face of wave estimated at approximately 35 feet tall.  The wave flipped the Intrepid twice, stripping the deck of all the equipment and knocking helmets, boots and gloves off of the topside crewmen.  After recovering the engineer who was swept overboard and spent 45 minutes in the water, the Intrepid, true to her reputation, finished her mission and brought her crew safely home.
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The two 47' MLB's are relatively new to the station, arriving in February and March of 1999.  Built by, Textron Marine in New Orleans, Louisiana. The 47’s offer state of the art electronics, better speed, and added crew comfort.  And finally, there is the 25’ RBS.  Fastest of the assigned boats, she can make it on-scene when time is of the essence or for getting into shallow areas. 
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What to do before you arrive:

Communicate! Communicate! Communicate!

Your Sponsor



Relocating to a new duty station and getting established in a new community can be a trying experience.  It is important for you to know enough about the community in advance in order to make informed decisions.  Upon receipt of your orders you will have been assigned a unit sponsor. This sponsor is your point of contact and can answer any questions that you might have to make your transition as smooth as possible.  Your sponsor is able to obtain and send additional information or material not included with this packet that you might require.  It’s vital that you communicate with your sponsor regardless of your familiarity of the unit or area.  Communication is the only way we can ensure you and your families have a successful transfer.  For more information on Sponsor Services refer to the Coast Guard Personnel Manual Chapter 4.A.15.  If you are married, I encourage you to use the station’s ombudsman as another valuable source of information.

   BM1 Michael Panichello                                          Has been assigned as your sponsor and can be reached at (541) 888-3267.  If your sponsor is unavailable when you call, leave a message with the Watchstander and your sponsor will return your call as soon as possible.

If you need an address to forward anything, please use:

P.O. Box 5659

63450 Kingfisher Road

Charleston, OR  97420

Housing
Government Housing:

Single members without dependants are provided a room here at the station.  Married members or single parents with dependants will need to contact the Housing Representative at Group North Bend.  The housing representative can be reached at (541) 756-9258.  Government owned and Coast Guard leased housing is of limited quantity. So, be prepared to live on the economy.  The Housing office maintains a list of qualified applicants on a first come, first serve basis. To determine if you qualify for government owned or leased housing, refer to the Coast Guard Housing Manual COMDTINST M11101.21.  If you intend to apply for housing, have a completed Housing Application (CG5267) and BAH Dependency Worksheet (CG 4170) ready to send to the housing representative.  Do not assume that because you live in CG housing now that you are eligible for it in Coos Bay.  The Coos Bay/North Bend area enjoys a vast assortment of housing from large expensive ocean view homes to post WWII bungalows. The housing representative, along with your sponsor, can assist you greatly with finding a place to live.

Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH):



Unaccompanied members will reside onboard the station.  There are eight UPH rooms; Petty Officers generally have a room to themselves whereas E-2’s and E-3’s are assigned two to a room.  Each room has its own head and is furnished with beds, wardrobe lockers, nightstands, a desk, a small refrigerator, and telephone /cable TV connections.  Personal furniture is not allowed in UPH.  Televisions are permitted and basic cable is provided by the Command. It is strongly recommended that you wait until you are settled in before purchasing a TV.  Obtaining a private phone line at your expense is encouraged, due to the limited outgoing station lines. Storage is available at the unit, but is limited to no more than three or four cubic feet per person. Commercial storage is available locally if needed. 



The galley provides you with your meals, and dining is restricted to the messdeck. The command does not permit cooking in the UPH rooms.  Friends and guests can be received and entertained in most of the common areas on the unit. The receiving of non-military guests in UPH is discouraged.  Overnight guests are strictly prohibited.  If this is your first assignment, it is encouraged that you travel light. After you are settled in, you can send for or purchase additional conveniences.

Things to think about
Here are a few things that you will want to take care of before you start your trip. The station can act as a pickup point for your mail. In order for your mail to follow you, you will have to visit your local Post Office and fill out a change of address card. This will get your mail forwarded to the station until you are established in your new home. If you are on leave, we will hold all your mail here until you arrive. Another area that you may want to look into is your auto insurance. If you are driving across the country in your own car or a U-Haul, make sure that your auto insurance provider will cover you in case of an emergency. Sometimes they may not cover you on long trips or state-to-state trips. To be on the safe side, contact the insurance company to ensure that you are. It’s a good idea not to close your bank accounts until after you arrive and have settled in.  Take advantage of traveler’s checks and ATM machines during your move. Coos Bay has two national banks (U.S. Bank and Wells Fargo) and many state and local banks where you may open accounts. Once again, you may want to what until you are here and settled in before making that decision. Take the time to set yourself up with a route and make sure you have the means to get from one end to the other. 

And Finally…
Keep the station informed of any questions that may arise or any changes of your status. Let your sponsor know your travel plans and provide them with an itinerary so that way we can meet you or help you with your trip.  Insure you and your family have somewhere to stay when you arrive. It is strongly encouraged that you to use your ten days permissive “house hunting”, plan ahead and make reservations.
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Education

Local Schools: 
Throughout the state, Oregonians take special pride in their outstanding local educational systems.  Bay Area primary and secondary students are served by Coos Bay School District #9 and North Bend School District #13, both of which provide basic skills at the elementary level and college preparatory and vocational education at the secondary level. Both school districts web addresses can be found in the phone list. The North Bend District consists of one high school, one middle school, and three elementary schools. The Coos Bay District consists of one high school, two middle schools, and three elementary schools. Each district has excellent curriculums for all grades.  Normally your child will attend the nearest elementary or middle school. Determination of which high school will depend on whether you reside in Coos Bay or North Bend. You can find the telephone numbers for each of the schools on their respective web sights or by calling the number in the provided phone list. School administrators will inform you what records you will need to bring with you and the records that they will retrieve from the previous school your child attended. The process should be fairly easy; to avoid any difficulties it is recommended that you register as early as you can.

Southwestern Oregon Community College (SWOCC) is the area’s higher education center serving the Coos Bay area.  Its 153-acre campus in a wooded area on Empire Lakes combines education in a safe environment with the pleasures of coastal living.

Established in 1961, Southwestern was the first of Oregon’s network of 17 community colleges, and continues to be a leader in the development of advanced and continuing educational opportunities.  More that 16,000 unduplicated full and part time students attend each year.

In addition to first and second year college level courses, Southwestern provides a variety of career programs, ranging in length from two weeks to two years.  Specialized programs include manufacturing technology, professional aeronautics, pharmacy and environmental technology.  Upper division courses are offered through extension programs of Linfield College, Southern Oregon University, Eastern Oregon University and Oregon State University.

Newmark Center is a one-stop career and opportunity center that provides educational and social services.  An adjacent Family Center provides classrooms for the College’s Early Childhood Education and Family Studies program, campus daycare, drop-in childcare for the One-Stop Career Center, and childcare for JOBS participants.  The college has also recently added a student housing complex and a new food service.

ACCREDITATION  
        
Southwestern Oregon Community College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges. Accreditation was reaffirmed in 2002. The curricula of programs are approved by the Oregon State Board of Education and are subject to periodic evaluation.

What to do when you arrive:

Arrival

Be sure you have made arrangements for a place to stay before you arrive. The station does have extra rooms for incoming personnel that may report aboard before their family joins them. If you are single, the Station MAA will designate a room for you and have it ready. 

If arriving by air, your sponsor should meet you at the North Bend Airport. If unavailable, the OOD will designate a driver for pickup. Otherwise, your sponsor will meet you here at the station. All you will need to do is turn in your orders and receive a tour of the station. Then you will be allowed to settle in to either temporary quarters or your assigned room. 

Welcome to the Oregon Coast!
Lush evergreen forests, picturesque coastal scenery, rugged cliffs, impressive sand dunes and vast sandy beaches await you along the Pacific Coast Scenic Byway, US Highway 101. The Oregon coast has fully developed resort communities with every possible amenity to quiet coastal towns where the loudest sounds you'll hear are waves on the shoreline and seagulls overhead. 


The down-home environment of hospitality every season of the year makes the Oregon coast memorable. There are many recreational opportunities from fishing, cycling, flying a kite on the beach, scuba diving, hiking through old-growth forests, windsurfing and surfing, beachcombing, whale and bird watching... the list is endless. There are also many coast attractions including aquariums, art galleries, theaters and festivals, parades and poetry readings. Many lighthouses dot the Oregon coast and you'll find hundreds of parks to explore. 

The solitude of the quiet months on the coast bring relaxing stretches of peaceful beaches, untouched tide pools, spectacular sunsets and nights beneath star-strewn skies. Storm watching during winter months captures your breath as crashing waves pound the rocky beaches and send water shooting into the air

Dining along the coast offers great variety from the freshest local seafood to international cuisine. Coast residents are friendly and helpful. They will welcome you and are happy to direct you to nearby attractions, restaurants and lodging. 

Coos County has a marine climate – mild and humid- resulting from the moderating influences of the Pacific Ocean and from the rainfall induced by the coast range.  From November through February, winds come mainly from the southwest.  The area’s most recent 30-year annual average shows recorded precipitation of 64.96 inches, measured at the North Bend Airport.  The majority of our rain falls in November (10.30”), December (10.63”), and January (9.62”).  Summer months tend to be drier, particularly July (0.53”) and August (0.85”).  Temperature extremes are rare, with annual mean highs of 59 degrees and annual mean lows of 45 degrees.  Given the average elevation, Coos Bay at 10’ and North Bend at 13’ above sea level, snowfall is rare.

The coastal fishing village of Charleston has served as a harbor and trade center for the commercial fleets that harvest the abundant seafood resources of the North Pacific for nearly 80 years.  The Charleston Marina Complex offers complete moorage facilities and other services to accommodate more than 550 vessels.  Also, several seafood processors operate buying stations, packing plants, and fuel and ice docks. 

Charleston does not offer much as far as stores go. There are convenience stores located near the station that sell food items and some supplies, but the selection is limited. There are a few restaurants nearby as well. If you are looking for bargains or specific items, you will need to go to either Coos Bay or North Bend where there are shopping malls, department stores, grocery stores, etc. If you are assigned onboard, you may want to consider purchasing a vehicle. Coos Bay has no public transportation system. A taxi ride will usually cost around $5.00 from the Station to anywhere in town.  [image: image11.jpg]



The station will help you to get around if you do not have a car upon reporting, but does not act as a taxi service.  Be sure your sponsor is informed that you do not have transportation.

Phone List:

	USCG 

Station Coos Bay
	63450 Kingfisher Rd.

P.O. Box 5659

Charleston, OR  97420
	(541) 888-3267

Fax: (541)888-1418

	USCG Group

North Bend
	2000 Connecticut Ave.

North Bend, OR  97459
	Admin (541) 756-9220

Housing 756-9201

Comm Center 756-9210

	Relocation Manager Assistance

Worklife District 13
	
	(206) 217-6615

217- 6610

	Phone
	GTE

Directory Assistance
	1 (800) 483-4100

(541) 555-1212

	Coos Bay 

Chamber of Commerce
	www.oregonsbayareachamber.com
	1 (800) 824-8486

	North Bend

Chamber of Commerce
	
	(541) 756-4613 

	Child Care
	Brenda’s Oakway Day      

     Care

Glasgow Preschool & Day 

     Care

Kid Zone Day Care

Linda’s Day Care

Village Day Care
	(541) 267-0649

756-1051

269-1861

269-5074

756-6250

	School Districts
	Coos Bay District
www.coos-bay.k12.or.us

North Bend District

www.nbend.k12.or.us
	(541) 267-3104

756-2521

	Dept. of Motor Vehicles
	
	(541) 269-9717

	Local Police Departments
	Coos Bay P.D.

North Bend P.D.
	(541) 269-8911

756-3161

	State Police
	Coos Bay/ North Bend
	(541) 247-6641

	Court House
	
	(541) 756-2020

	Hospitals
	Bay Area Hospital
	(541) 269-8111

	Post Offices
	Coos Bay

North Bend
	(541) 756-6610

267-2175

	Cable/ Satellite Services
	Charter Communications

Bay Area Satellite

Oregon Satellite
	(541) 888-5561

756-5821

256-2175

	Health Clubs
	Bay Area Athletic Club
	(541) 888-5507

	Banks
	Bank of America

U.S. Bank

Western Bank
	1 (800) 873-2632

1 (800) 872-2657

1 (800) 273-5967

	Power Company
	Pacific Power
	(541) 267-2167


HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER


Here at Station Coos Bay, you will have the opportunity to work and train within one of our nations most beautiful and exciting regions, the Pacific Northwest.  As a junior member, your first priority will be training in our Communications Center to become a qualified watch stander.  Following that, you will work closely with a well trained crew aboard on of our two 47” Motor Lifeboats, our 25” RBS,  and our prized 52” Surfboat the Motor Lifeboat Intrepid as you work towards becoming a MLB crewmen.


We have a striker program in place for the following ratings “BM, FS, MK, and SK”.  Though some members choose to go to an “A” School after meeting the required qualification standards.  There will also be an opportunity here for you to eventually become a qualified MLB Engineer or Coxswain.  A select few of the Coxswain go the extra mile, and train to ultimately become a Surfman, where they skillfully learn to operate our small boats in heavy weather and dangerous surf conditions.


As you can expect, your first year of training as a watch stander and crewman will be very busy and will demand much commitment.  With the right attitude and dedication, your hard work here will prove to be very valuable as your progress in your Coast Guard career.


At Station Coos Bay we work in an enjoyable and rewarding atmosphere and by all means take our job and duties very seriously.  We expect you to arrive with the same attitude, ready to train and succeed as a valuable, junior member of our proud unit








Seaman Luke Pinneo
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