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Unit Name:
Air Station Kodiak

Personal Mailing Address:
(Your Rate/Name)




c/o Commanding Officer




USCG Air Station Kodiak



P.O. Box 190033




Kodiak, AK  99619-0033

Commercial Phone #:
(907) 487-5836

Fax #:

(907) 487-5499
Web Address:
 http://www.ptialaska.net/~askodirm/    
E-Mail: First Name.MI.LastName@.uscg.mil   Example: Joseph.r.coastie@uscg.mil

TEAM Kodiak Relocation Website: http://www.uscg.mil/teamkodiakrelo
Coast Guard Air Station:  Kodiak is a Seventeenth Coast Guard District (D17) unit on beautiful Kodiak Island approximately 250 miles southwest of Anchorage, Alaska. The Air Station was commissioned as an Air Detachment April 17, 1947 with one PBY Catalina aircraft, seven pilots, and thirty crewmen. It represented the first permanent Coast Guard aviation resource in Alaska. The Air Station is the major tenant of Integrated Support Command (ISC) Kodiak, the largest Coast Guard command in D17 and the entire Pacific Area (PACAREA). The present complement of HC-130H's, MH-60J's, HH-65C's, and various surface assets aids in completing our mission and saving lives.
Unit Missions:  The primary mission of Coast Guard Air Station Kodiak is to provide aircraft and crews in support of the Coast Guard's core missions which include: Search and Rescue (SAR) operations covering 4 million square miles including the Gulf of Alaska, Bristol Bay, Bering Sea, and the Pacific Ocean above 40N latitude; Enforcement of Laws and Treaties (ELT), primarily focused on the nation's most active fisheries; logistical support of isolated D17 units; Marine Environmental Protection (MEP); Aids to Navigation (ATON); Military Defense; disaster control services and relief; and assistance to numerous local, state, and federal agencies. The HC-130H and MH-60J aircraft serve as the primary SAR response assets.

Typical SA/SN & FA/FN Job Assignment:  SA/SN and FA/FN are typically assigned to the Boat House, which has a 41’ Utility Boat and a 25’ Safe boat. Additionally, the A/S expects to receive a 27’ boat which will replace the 25’ Safe boat in 2008.  These are used in conjunction with the unit aircraft to support aircrew training.
Airman Program: Once formally accepted into the Airman program by receipt of orders, members will be inducted into a structured training program. This allows and expects members to gain a broad, but basic knowledge of CG aviation, focused around their accepted rating. The Airman Program is a pre-requisite to any aviation “A” school and is considered a formal extension of each of the aviation “A” schools.
In-port Watch and Duty Rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN:  As required
Reporting aboard during normal business hours: Your sponsor, and or a “running mate” should meet you upon arrival (make sure your sponsor knows your itinerary beforehand).  If arriving by ferry, or airplane, contact your sponsor upon reaching the island.  If he/she cannot be contacted directly, please call the Administration Office at (907) 487-5836 or 5136.
Special Procedures When Arriving After Hours:
Contact the Operations Duty Officer (ODO) at (907) 487-5889.  Tell them who you are and that your reporting for duty.  Be prepared to provide the ODO with your sponsor’s name.

Uniform for reporting aboard: Tropical Blue Long or, Service Dress Blue (Bravo)

Personal Storage Space: There is approximately 50 square feet of storage in each barracks room.  Barracks 1 and 3 has storage space for small personal items. For larger items, barracks 1 and 2 has space that may accommodate additional items.   Furthermore, the ATV shed holds approximately 8 ATV’s and priority is determined by the Chief Master at Arms (CMAA) (907) 487-5260.The armory is co-located with the Military Police (MIL-POL), 487-5555 for the stowing of personal firearms. NO firearms are allowed in the barracks.
Uniform normally worn during the workday: ODU’s
Additional clothing items recommended: It is advisable to bring cold weather outdoor recreational clothes for off duty needs.  Synthetic clothing (verses cotton) that is highly wind and rain repellant that can be easily layered usually serves best. Upon checking in, you may be issued uniform items such as foul weather gear directly related to your specific duties. These normally include; an insulated work jacket, insulated work boots, watch cap, and thermal underwear.   

Average Temperatures:  During an average year, Kodiak receives 70 inches of rain and 80 inches of snow. It is not unusual during summer or winter months to experience days or weeks of light rain, fog, or cloud cover that blocks the sun. During the winter months Kodiak experiences lots of ice including black ice on roadways. Combinations of ice, snow, and rain can be experienced on the same day at any time during October-May. Weather conditions can and do change rapidly. 

During the summer the weather is cool to warm but never hot, highs are usually in the 70's. You will also experience gradual changes in daylight as the seasons change. During summer we experience an increase in daylight; the sun will not set until nearly midnight and rise around 4a.m. During the winter months we experience just the opposite, sunrise will be around mid-morning and set again by 4:00p.m.
Unit Mutual Assistance Rep/Phone: ISC Kodiak Work-Life (800) 872-4957, Ext 563 then Ext 269 or Ext. 276.

Continuing Education Available:
Traditional – Kodiak College (Extended College of the University of Alaska Anchorage).  Non-Traditional – College Level Examination Program (CLEP); DANTES Subject Standardized Tests (DSST); Excelsior College Examinations (ECE) through Team Kodiak’s Education Center. Additional resources are available; just see or call the ESO at (907) 487-5395 for details.
Ratings presently at unit: All Aviation rates, plus; BM, FS, GM, MK, MST, OS, SK & YN

Name of nearest city and distance: The City of Kodiak is located approximately 7 road miles from base. Kodiak Web Page http://www.kodiak.org.  The City of Anchorage (Alaska’s largest), is approximately 250 miles via air, or 1 hour flight time. A 9-13 hour ferry service via the Alaska Marine Highway System http://www.akmhs.com or, http://www.dot.state.ak.us/amhs/ makes transits to Homer and Whittier on a regular schedule. 

Name of nearest military facility and distance: ISC Kodiak (on base).  Elmendorf Air Force Base is located in Anchorage, Alaska (approximately 250 miles via air).

Location of nearest exchange and commissary: On base.

Religious denominations in the area: The Star of the Sea Chapel is located on base and provides both Catholic and Protestant services.  There are many other churches available in the community; most are listed in the relocation handbook. The Command Religious Program for USCG-ISC Kodiak delivers a continually improving selection of ministry, worship, Christian Education, pastoral care, counseling, along with fellowship opportunities for single and married, youth and families on our island community.   The following link provides more information and contacts at for religious questions:
http://www.uscg.mil/teamkodiakrelo/teamkodiakwebsite/baseinfo/chapel.html
Area of responsibility: Covering 4 million square miles including the Gulf of Alaska, Bristol Bay, Bering Sea, and the Pacific Ocean above 40N latitude, the Aleutian Chain, Bering Sea, Cook Inlet, Valdez, Cordova, Dutch Harbor, Juneau, and Sitka

Additional Information for newly arriving members:  MWR Kodiak is one of the largest in the Coast Guard. For all of the activities available on base check out their web page at http://www.kodiakmwr.com. There  is no mass transit available on Kodiak Island.  The town of Kodiak is located approximately 7 miles from the base.  A liberty van periodically runs from the barracks to town, with scheduled stops downtown and at Wal-Mart. Weather, during the winter is relatively cold, but considerably warmer than the Alaskan mainland. This is attributed to the predominate surrounding marine environment. 
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Messing availability:
Yes, There is a galley on base. 
Quarters/Barracks availability:
Yes

Auto Insurance for typical 18-20 yr old:
Single Male/Female:
$90.00 - $150.00/month

Unaccompanied personal leased housing: None.  Single, non-rated personnel are assigned to the barracks.  No housing application is needed; this is arranged during the overseas interview.

Cost of average two-bedroom apartment in the area:
$750-$1000 without utilities

BAH rate for an E-2 or E-3 w/o dependents: See https://secureapp2.hqda.pentagon.mil/perdiem/bah.html for the latest  BAH rate information. Use 99615 for the required zip code:
E-2 = $873, E-3 = $873.
Leased housing: Not available.
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

Government owned housing available: Yes, family government housing is mandatory unless released by the housing office.  Availability depends on when member arrives and how many dependents the member has determines what size house he/she are eligible for. The housing program is administered by ISC Kodiak.
The average wait time for a two-bedroom house/apartment: This can be as long as 1 to 2 months depending upon the time you arrive. There is a Guest House that can be used for temporary quarters while waiting for housing assignment.

Housing office phone number:
800-563-4252 Ext. 141 or 907-487-5310 Ext. 141

Housing Developments:
There are 4 main housing areas:  Lake Louise, Nimetz, Aviation Hill, and Upper/Lower Government Hill.  Floor plans can be viewed at 
http://www.uscg.mil/teamkodiakrelo/teamkodiakwebsite/housing/housing.html
Dependent medical services:
(1) The Coast Guard Rockmore-King Clinic



(2) Providence Kodiak Island Medical Center (PKIMC)



(3) Kodiak Island Medical Associates.

Family Insurance: TRICARE West (Standard) and Prime Remote are current available on the Island.

Dental Coverage:
United Concordia is the contracted provider. All local dentists accept this coverage.

Schools:  Peterson Elementary is a newer school on base. Additional elementary schools are Main, East, and North-Star, located either in town, or the surrounding borough. The middle and high schools are co-located centrally in town.

Bringing dependents when first reporting aboard: Since Kodiak is an overseas assignment, all personnel reporting in must satisfactory clear an overseas screening receive entry approval from ISC Kodiak. If you are a single member and plan to marry en-route to Kodiak, it is vital that you obtain entry approval for your new spouse and any children before you arrive. Failure to do so could result in your spouse and any children not gaining Command sponsorship. Sponsorship is necessary to obtain housing, medical and certain pay and allowance related entitlements. Upon receiving entry approval, families are encouraged to come to Kodiak together. The overseas screening and entry approval process is required to be completed within 10 days after receipt of orders. Change 41 to the PERSMAN now has more stringent requirements to meet the overseas screening process, so please allow proper time for compliance.
General Info

Financial Institutions: There is an ATM in the convenience store on base, in the lobby of the Commissary building and at the galley.  Several banks and credit unions are available in the community:  Key Bank, 1-800-KEY-2YOU, First National Bank of Alaska, 1-(800)856-4362, www.FNBAlaska.com , Wells Fargo Bank 1-(800) 869-3557, www.wellsfargo.com .  Additionally, there are two credit unions in the area:  Credit Union 1, 1- (800)478-2222, www.cu1.org  and Alaska USA Federal Credit Union, 1-(800)525-9094.

Local Mall: There is a small outdoor mall/shopping center in town, comprised of approximately 15 businesses, made up of independently owned stores and restaurants. Wal-Mart is the only large discount store located on the island (not located at the mall).  Kodiak is a small town. The population is approximately 7300 in city and 13,900 for the entire island, with limited and considerably expensive shopping. Many people use catalogs, or online shopping for comparisons to local vendors. However, shipping costs should be considered before purchasing on-line for determining the overall the best values.
CG Exchange: The base has a CG Exchange, Commissary, mini-mart as well as a gas station. The exchange may be able to order items not normally carried, upon a member’s request.
Another option, albeit limited in availability, is to participate in an Environmental-Morale leave (EML) event using a space available (Space-A) flight via CG C-130 to Anchorage.  Currently, four one way EML flights per year are authorized for active duties members. The MST office (907) 487-5485 manages all passenger flight manifests. Dependents can participate as well. The flights may allow for members to shop at the Elmendorf AFB Exchange, or any number of malls and large stores associated with your typical large city.
Air Station Kodiak through the eyes of a junior member:

SN Jennifer Anderson writes:

Air Station Kodiak is my first unit, and it has really grown on me.  All the people I've met in the Coast Guard have been very friendly and have offered to help out in any way.  The base is like it's own little city with everything available right here.  The costs for most things are cheaper on base than in town.  The town is a small commercial fishing community where the people are equally as nice.  It's very picturesque offering activities year round, especially if you’re an outdoor person.  Having the air station here also gives people quite a few opportunities to get on free flights to Anchorage, to do some shopping or other things a bigger city has to offer.  I would definitely request to come back here in the future.   

