DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:  22 SEP 99

UNIT NAME:  Coast Guard Marine Safety Office Hampton Roads, Norfolk, VA

Mailing Address:

Commanding Officer

USCG Marine Safety Office

200 Granby Street, Suite 700

Norfolk, VA  23510-1888

Commercial Phone:  (757) 441-3270  (757) 441-3262

Web Site:  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/mso/hamptonroads/Webmaster e-mail:  mailto:crooke@msohamptonroads.uscg.mil
Unit's Missions:  Our mission is to ensure the safety, security, and environmental protection of the Port of Hampton Roads and surrounding areas through enforcement of marine safety standards, response to environmental and military threats, planning and coordination with other agencies, and public education.

Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:  We are not billeted for nonrated personnel, but we currently have 3 non-rated Reservists onboard, awaiting assignment to "A" schools.  At this time, they are working in the rate they want to advance in, performing rate related work.  

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:  Same as above.

Watch type and duty rotation for nonrated personnel:  Marine Environmental Response duties on weekends and during ADT periods.

Special procedures for reporting after hours:  Contact MSO Hampton Roads OOD at (757) 484-8192.

How much personal storage space:  For active duty members, assigned a cubicle area with desk, and one gym locker in the bathroom/shower area.

Uniform is normally worn during the work day.

Recommended uniform items in addition to seabag issue:  Safety gear/clothing is issued by the unit to members upon reporting.

Average Temperature:  Summer - 90       Winter - 45    It occasionally snows during the winter.

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative:  CWO Bill MacDhubhain (757) 441-3270.  Applications are approved at the unit, but checks are issued by either ISC Portsmouth or MLC Atlantic.

Continuing education:  A huge selection and opportunity for off duty education in the Hampton Roads area; numerous colleges at all levels.

Ratings present at the unit:  YN, BM, MST, MK, GM, QM, SK, PS

Name of nearest city and distance:  We are located in beautiful downtown Norfolk - it really is a nice location!

Name of nearest military facility and distance:  We are within 20 minutes driving distance of ISC Portsmouth, Naval Hospital Portsmouth and Naval Base Norfolk (Commissaries, Exchanges).  There are also many other Navy, Air Force and Army units in the Hampton Roads area.

UNIT NAME:  Coast Guard Marine Safety Office Hampton Roads, Norfolk, VA

Location of nearest commissary and exchange:  Naval Base Norfolk, with 20 minutes driving.  

Religious denominations in the area:  All types.

Area of responsibility:  Our area of responsibility consists of the eastern portion of the state of Maryland along the Atlantic coast, the state of Virginia, and the northeast portion of the state of North Carolina (from the Virginia/North Carolina border south to Ocracoke Inlet, which is just south of Cape Hatteras). This area of responsibility includes the nation's largest estuary system, the Chesapeake Bay.

Uniform to report in:  Service Dress Bravo or Tropical Blue Long, any time of the year.

If sponsor is not available, apprentice should ask for:  CWO MacDhubhain or YNC Vanclief.

MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available:  No. Member will draw BAS

Quarters and/or barracks available:  BEQ is available.  All single personnel, E-6 and below must obtain a release from the ISC Portsmouth BEQ manager to live on the local economy and draw allowances.  Single personnel can apply for shared leased housing from the ISC Portsmouth local housing office.

Rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old:  single male:  100/mo  single female:  80/mo.

Is unaccompanied personnel leased housing available:  Yes, through the ISC Portsmouth local housing office.

Where will a single non-rate more than likely live:  BEQ or unaccompanied leased housing with CG roommates.

Should member submit a Housing application to the housing office:  Yes.

Where do most people bank:  Guardian Federal Credit union.  There is a branch located by the unit and at ISC Portsmouth.

Is there is credit union in the area:  Yes, Guardian Federal and numerous others.

Is there a mall in the area:  Yes, right next to the unit, brand new.  About 110 stores, theaters and restaurants.

Housing office phone number:  (757) 686-4081/4083

Where do most dependents live:  Portsmouth is very popular, but CG personnel are spread out through many communities: Norfolk, Chesapeake, Virginia Beach, Suffolk and Portsmouth.  All of them are pretty convenient (within 1/2 hour drive) to the unit.

Rate of auto insurance for the typical young family:  $70/m

Where do most dependents receive medical care:  Tricare prime clinics in their local area. Go to school:  Whichever city they live in -  there are also many private and religious schools in the area.

What level of TRICARE is available in the area:  All levels

Is DELTA dental available:  Yes

UNIT NAME:  Coast Guard Marine Safety Office Hampton Roads, Norfolk, VA

Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard?  You mean to the office?  To say hello, its Ok, but when officially checking in, the member should be alone.  Or do you mean bringing the dependents to the area?  There is no reason that the member should leave their dependents behind to settle in, unless their personal situation requires it -  housing doesn't take long to procure.

The following are comments provided by a Third Class Petty Officer for page 4 or your survey:

Marine Safety Office Hampton Roads is a perfect unit for professional growth and development.  There are many task performed at this unit which are vital to the safety of the commercial vessel industry.  Some of the jobs are behind the scenes such as personnel support and others are on the front line such as conducting investigations.  Although a lot of the jobs for enlisted are out of rate, the unit is a root source of information of the merchant marine industry.  The exposure to the diversity of rates and ranks along with personalities provides a wide range of knowledge and wisdom of the Coast Guard.  The unit is also a good place to work on your further your education.  The wide range of schools in the area give an individual the opportunity to choose a school that best fits there needs and desires.  This area possesses a high military presence, which has many benefits.  Some of the benefits are, access to recreational facilities, commissaries, exchanges, discounts in the civilian sector, and the ability to meet others in other services.  The benefits this unit and area has to offer are extraordinary and if used properly, will benefit you in the long run.

