ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

NOTE: This checklist should be completed by the decision-maker in consultation with an ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION SPECIALIST.  Please read the information on how to properly complete this checklist on pages 4-10 and make sure each question is answered using the accompanying explanations found on the pages cited after each question.  Attempting to answer these questions without reading the accompanying explanations may result in an incorrect or incomplete environmental analysis.

*Project Description:  

Activity Year:

(*Note:  Checklist preparer may want to attach additional descriptive information on the proposed action such as:  diagrams, site maps, and photographs.)

Part I.  Checklist Analysis.                                                                 YES    NO   NEED

                                                                                                                                  DATA

1.
 Is there likely to be a significant effect on public health or safety? 

       (p. 5)




2.
Does the proposed action occur on or near a unique characteristic of the geographic area, such as a historic or cultural resource, park land, prime farmland, wetland, wild and scenic river, ecologically critical area, or property requiring special consideration under 49 U.S.C. 303(c)? (p. 5-6)




3.
Is there a potential for effects on the quality of the environment that are likely to be highly controversial in terms of scientific validity or public opinion? (p. 7)

4.
Is there a potential for effects on the human environment that are highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks? (p. 7)




5.
Will the action set a precedent for future actions with significant effects or a decision in principle about a future consideration? 

(p. 7)




6.
Are the action’s impacts individually insignificant, but cumulatively significant when considered along with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions? (p. 7-8)

7.
Is the proposed action likely to have a significant impact on a district, site, highway, structure, or object that is listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, or to cause the loss or destruction of a significant scientific, cultural, or historic resource? 

(p.8)

8.
Will the proposed action have a significant effect on species or habitats protected by Federal law or Executive Order ? (p. 9)




9.
Is there a potential or threatened violation of a Federal, State, or local law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment? (p. 9-10)




10.
Is the action likely to have other significant effects on public health and safety or on any other environmental media or resources that are not specifically identified in this checklist? (p. 10)


   

Part II.  Comments or Additional Information Related to Part I:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part II. Comments or Additional Information Related to Part I (continued):

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part III.  Conclusions.

1.
A CE is recommended for this proposed action.                                 [  ]

Comments:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
An EA is recommended for this proposed action.                              [  ]

Comments:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
An EIS is recommended for this proposed action.                             [  ]

Comments:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________     _________________________________    _____________________

Date                   *Preparer/Environmental Project Manager     Title/Position

____________     _________________________________    ______________________

Date                     **Environmental Reviewer                           Title/Position

*The USCG preparer signs for NEPA documents prepared in-house.  The USCG environmental project manager signs for NEPA documents prepared by an applicant, a contractor, or another outside party.  **Signature of the Environmental Reviewer for the Bridge Administration Program may be that of the preparer's. 

CONSIDERING ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

The ten questions listed on page 1 comprise the analysis portion of the Environmental Checklist.  Each question calls for a judgment by you, the decision-maker and/or the Environmental Protection Specialist, about the likelihood that a particular kind of environmental consequence will result from the proposed action.  The purpose of this checklist is to serve as a tool for the decision-maker and/or the Environmental Protection Specialist to determine the proper level of NEPA analysis with which to begin and to identify areas of potential problems and concern.

Clarification and lists of things to consider for each question follow on this page and pages 5-10; however, these lists should not be considered exhaustive by any means.  Every situation and proposed action will have a unique set of circumstances that you will need to take into account as you contemplate the potential consequences of the proposed action.

Based on an internal review, external review (where appropriate), and research, check “YES,” “NO,” or “Need Data” for each question.  Attach documentation as needed to support your answer. 

The checklist is not complete until all “Need Data” issues have been resolved and all blocks are checked either “YES” or “NO.”  Once you have done this, you need to go back, look at all the “YES” answers, and ask yourself,  “Do any of these ‘YES’s’ indicate potential for significant effects to the human environment.”  Remember that the human environment includes both the natural and historic/cultural environment.  


If it is known that significant effects will occur which cannot be avoided or 

mitigated to a level of insignificance, then an EIS should be prepared.  


If it is unknown whether significant effects will occur or there is no appropriate categorical exclusion applicable to your action, an EA should be prepared with the potential for an EIS, as necessary.  

NOTE:  If an EA or EIS is necessary, then you must also consider the significance of impacts on the socioeconomic environment and environmental justice.  Significant impacts in either of these two realms alone are NOT enough to trigger an EA or EIS.  However, if an EA or EIS is prepared due to the potential for significant environmental impacts, then these documents should include discussion of any potentially significant socioeconomic or environmental justice impacts as well.  Please see page 10 for further guidance.


If you answered “NO” to all the questions, or all “YES” responses were adequately researched and found to have no potential for significant impacts, and there is a Categorical Exclusion (CE) to cover the proposed action, then you do not need to prepare either an EA or EIS.


If the appropriate CE requires documentation such as a Categorical Exclusion Determination (CED) and/or this Environmental Checklist, make sure the documentation is complete, submit it with the appropriate planning documents, and place it in the project file.

Question 1-

Is there likely to be a significant effect on public health or safety?

Think about whether your action is likely to

•
result in the use, storage, release, and/or disposal of toxic materials such as fertilizers, cleaning solvents, or laboratory wastes, or other hazardous materials such as explosives;

•
involve a facility or vessel that may contain polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), urea formaldehyde, or friable asbestos;

•
be on or near an EPA or State Superfund, or priority cleanup site;

•
involve construction on or near an active or abandoned toxic, hazardous, or radioactive materials generation, storage, transportation, or disposal site;

•
involve use of a site that contains underground storage tanks (USTs) as evidenced by historical data or physical evidence such as vent pipes or fill caps;

•
have a significant possibility of accidental spills of oils, hazardous or toxic materials;

•
involve water pipes or water supply appurtenances that contain lead in excess of EPA standards;

•
involve a facility or water supply that may contain radon in excess of the EPA action level;

•
require the use or storage of explosives;

•
require the storage or transportation of a large amount of fuel; or

•
include the setting up of high voltage power lines, radio or television transmission antennae, or microwave transmission connections.

Agencies that may require consultation include the following:

•
EPA

•
OSHA

•
Appropriate state and local authorities

Think about whether your action is likely to be inconsistent with such authorities as:

•
EPA’s solid waste management guidelines

•
A State Implementation Plan (SIP) under the Clean Air Act

•
OSHA noise standards

•
Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)

•
Executive Order 12372 (Review of Federal Programs)

Are you in compliance with the following laws:

•
Clean Air Act

•
Clean Water Act

•
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

•
Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation, and Liability Act (Superfund)

•
Toxic Substance Control Act

•
Occupational Safety and Health Act

•
The Noise Control Act

Question 2-

Does the proposed action occur on or near a unique characteristic of the geographic area, such as a historic or cultural resource, park land, prime farmland, wetland, wild and scenic river, ecologically critical area, or property requiring special consideration under 49 U.S.C. 303(c)?

Think about whether your action is likely to

•
alter a natural ecosystem;

•
cause damage to or require the removal of any terrestrial, marine, or aquatic vegetation;

•
affect a coral reef ecosystem;

•
affect the water supplies of humans, animals, or plants;

•
affect the water table;

•
be located in or near a 100 year floodplain;

•
result directly or indirectly in construction on slopes greater than 15%;

•
result in construction on or near hydric soils, wetland vegetation, or other evidence of a wetland;

•
result in construction on or near any other natural feature that could affect the safety or health of the public;

•
be located on or near a wildlife refuge, a designated wilderness, a wild and scenic river, a National Natural Landmark, a National Historic Landmark, a National Monument designated under the Antiquities Act; 

•
designated open space, or a designated conservation area;

•
be located on or near an area under study  for any such designation;

•
be located on or near any other environmentally critical area;

•
have adverse visual, social, atmospheric, traffic, or other effects on such a critical area even though it is NOT located on or near the area;

•
change the use of park lands;

•
change the use of prime farm lands;

•
change the use of a floodplain; or

•
alter a wetland.

Find out whether there is some possible effect of your action that, while improbable, would be so serious IF it occurred that further review is appropriate.  

For example, you want to acquire land in a non-sensitive area that is generally unlikely to have adverse effects on the environment.  However, if there is an environmentally sensitive area downstream from the land you want to acquire, and use of the land might have the potential to cause pollution as groundwater flows through the sensitive area, then you must conduct further review. 

Agencies that may require consultation include:

•
Army Corps of Engineers

•
US Fish and Wildlife Service

•
National Marine Fisheries Service 

•
Appropriate state and local authorities

Think about whether your action is likely to be inconsistent with such authorities as:

•
Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands

•
Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Protection)

•
Executive Order 13089 (Coral Reef Protection);

•
Executive Order 13158 (Marine Protected Areas)

•
Executive Order 13089 (Coral Reef Protection)

•
DOT Order 5660.1A (Wetlands); or,

•
DOT Order 5650.2 (Floodplains).

Are you in compliance with the following laws:

•
Clean Water Act

•
Farmland Protection Act

•
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

•
Coastal Zone Management Act. 

•
National Historic Preservation Act 

•
American Indian Religious Freedom Act

•
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

•
Archaeological Resources Protection Act

Question 3-

Is there a potential for effects on the quality of the environment that are likely to be highly controversial in terms of scientific validity or public opinion?

Consider first whether your action is likely to be controversial in any way.  If so, consider whether this controversy is likely to have an environmental element.  

For example, if the CG decides to close a unit, controversy could be generated on economic grounds; however, unless this controversy encompasses a potential significant environmental impact, it does not trigger further NEPA analysis on its own.

Environmental controversies can be about a host of things: impacts on historic buildings, archaeological sites, and other cultural resources; impacts on traffic or parking on a community or neighborhood; and, of course, impacts on natural resources such as water, air, soil, and wildlife.  To avoid missing a controversial issue that should be addressed under NEPA, be sure not to interpret the word “environmental” too narrowly.

Consideration should be given to Executive Order 12372 (Review of Federal Programs).

Question 4-

Is there a potential for effects on the human environment that are highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks?

Consider first whether there is anything you don’t know about the action’s potential impacts, and then think about whether what you don’t know has any significance.  

For example, the implementation of a conservation plan when the full effects of the program will not be known until after implementation and monitoring. 

Question 5-

Will the action set a precedent for future actions with significant effects or a decision in principle about a future consideration?

To answer this question, you must look forward and outward, and consider the possibility that what is done with your particular action will pave the way for future actions that could have serious environmental consequences.

For example, you decide to issue a regatta permit for a boat race in an area that at times harbors endangered species.  It may be possible to issue the permit for this particular case because of the type and volume of boats used, or perhaps the endangered species does not frequent the area during the time of year.  Although the nature of the particular situation may allow a CATEX to occur, if your action were taken as a precedent for allowing ALL regattas to occur in this area at ALL times of the year, then a higher level of review of the action may be in order.

Question 6-

Are the action’s impacts individually insignificant, but cumulatively significant when considered along with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions?

Consider whether the action is related to other actions (by USCG or others) with impacts that are individually insignificant but that may, taken together, have significant effects.  

For example, is the action part of an ongoing pattern of pollutant discharge, traffic generation (vehicle or vessel), economic change, or land-use change in its locality that could collectively affect human health or the condition of the environment?  (For further information on cumulative effects see: The Council on Environmental Quality’s, “Considering Cumulative Effects” published January 1997.)

Question 7-

Is the proposed action likely to have a significant impact on a district, site, highway, structure, or object that is listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, or to 

cause the loss or destruction of a significant scientific, cultural, or historic resource?

Some preliminary investigation will be necessary to determine whether significant scientific, cultural or historic resources exist in the area of potential effect of the proposed action.

Think about whether your action is likely to affect

•
districts, sites, buildings, vessels, aircraft, structures, or objects included in or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places;

•
a building, structure, vessel, or aircraft that is over 45 years old;

•
a neighborhood or commercial area; that may be important in the history or culture of the community;

•
a neighborhood, commercial, industrial, or rural area that might be eligible for the National Register as a district;

•
a known or probable cemetery, through physical alteration or by altering its visual, social, or other characteristics;

•
a rural landscape that may have cultural or aesthetic value;

•
a place of traditional cultural value in the eyes of a Native American group or community;

•
a known archaeological site, or land identified by archaeologists as having high potential to contain archaeological resources;

•
an area identified by archaeologists or a Native American Group as a sacred site or as having high potential to contain Native American cultural items; or

•
the historic/cultural character of communities or neighborhoods.

Agencies that may require consultation include:  

•
Appropriate state (e.g. State Historic Preservation Officer), and local authorities  (e.g., local historic preservation groups)

•
Applicable Native American populations

Think about whether your action is likely to be inconsistent with such authorities as:

•
E.O. 13006, Locating Federal Facilities on Historic Properties in Our Nations Central Cities

•
E.O. 13007, Indian Sacred Sites

•
E.O. 13175, Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments

•
E.O. 11593, Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment

Are you in compliance with the following laws:

•
National Historic Preservation Act

•
Archaeological Resources Protection Act

•
American Indian Religious Freedom Act 

•
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

Question 8-

Will the proposed action have a significant effect on species or habitats protected by Federal law or Executive Order ?

In order to answer this question, you must have information on protected species or habitats in the area of potential effect of the proposed action.

Think about whether your action is likely to

•
affect an endangered or threatened species, or its critical habitat;

•
affect a species under consideration for listing as endangered or threatened, or its critical habitat;

•
affect migratory birds; 

•
affect a protected marine mammal; or

•
affect essential fish habitat protected by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

Agencies that may require consultation include:

•
US Fish and Wildlife Service

•
National Marine Fisheries Service

Are you in compliance with the following laws:

•
Marine Mammal Protection Act

•
Endangered Species Act

•
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

•
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act as amended in 1996

•
Migratory Bird Treaty Act

•
Executive Order 13186, Responsibilities of Federal Agencies To Protect Migratory Birds

Question 9-

Is there a potential for, or threatened violation of, a Federal, State, or local law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment?

Think about whether your action is likely to

•
adversely effect the ambient air quality due to dust, vehicle or equipment emissions, open burning, etc.;

•
result in toxic or unusual air emissions;

•
adversely affect the ambient air quality due to the operation and/or maintenance of vehicles, vessels, or aircraft;

•
significantly increase the ambient noise levels of the area (includes operation and/or maintenance of machinery, vehicles, vessels, aircraft, loudspeaker systems, alarms, etc.);

•
include the use of equipment with unusual noise characteristics; or

•
have noisy activities continue past normal working hours.

Have you obtained the necessary permits for the actions that may

•
require dredging below the mean high water line or near the ordinary high water line;

•
require waterway construction (see question 2);

•
result in bank erosion due to vessel wake;

•
divert the flow of a waterway or alter the stream bed or banks;

•
discharge sewage waste water or other pollutants into an adjacent waterway;

•
require the construction of a well that could potentially deplete water resources;

•
require the construction of waterway structures (docks, piers, jetties, ramps);

•
contaminate underground aquifers;

•
raise surrounding water temperature due to discharge; or

•
result in increased water turbidity due to activities related to operations or construction.

Question 10-

Is the action likely to have some other significant effect on public health and safety or on any other environmental media or resources that are not specifically identified in the checklist?

This question is designed to allow you to address any potential environmental effects that may be of concern but don’t fall into any of the other categories.  It acknowledges that you, as the decision-maker, could recognize something problematic in your unique situation that could not be foreseen in the development of a generalized guideline such as this. 

An Additional Concern Under Question 10 is Socioeconomic Impacts and Environmental Justice.

If you are preparing an EA or an EIS due to the potential for significant environmental impacts, you must also consider and analyze any potential for significant impacts on the socioeconomic environment and issues of environmental justice.  

Think about whether your action is likely to

•
change traffic patterns or increase traffic volumes (road and/or waterway);

•
require the rerouting of roads/waterways or traffic;

•
be located near any existing bottleneck in vehicle or vessel traffic (e.g., a bridge intersection, bend in the waterway, restricted channel);

•
have access constraints;

•
affect a congested intersection;

•
be inconsistent with existing zoning, surrounding land use, or the official land use plan for the specific site and/or the delineated area;

•
be inconsistent with surrounding architecture or landscape;

•
increase or decrease the population of the community;

•
increase the population density of the area;

•
require the construction of government housing now or in the future;

•
intrude on residential or business uses in the affected area;

•
relocate private residences or businesses;

•
affect the economy of the community in ways that result in impacts to its character, or to the physical environment;

•
result in a higher proportion of effects impacting low income or minority groups;

•
require substantial new utilities;

•
be regarded as burdensome by local or regional officials or the public because of infrastructure demands (e.g., sewer, water, utilities, street system, public transit);

•
be regarded as burdensome by local or regional officials or the public because of support facilities demands (e.g., schools, hospitals, shopping facilities, and recreation facilities);

•
alter a group’s use of land or other resources (e.g., sustenance fishing); or 

•
disproportionately have a high and adverse effect on a minority or low income population.
