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RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATE OF DOCUMENTATION

A Certificate of Documentation must be renewed on a yearly basis.  The Coast Guard facilitates the renewal process by sending a notice of renewal (CG-1280) to the managing owner approximately 45 days prior to the expiration of the document.  If there is no response to the Notice of Renewal a warning notice indicating that the document has expired is sent to the owner approximately 10 days after expiration.   Operation of the vessel with an expired certificate may result in a penalty of up to $500.00 per day.  There is no fee for the renewal of the certificate if it is accomplished prior to the expiration date.  Though the Coast Guard sends notices regarding the renewal of the document, the ultimate responsibility of renewing a Certificate of Documentation rests with the owner.  It is important to keep the National Vessel Documentation Center informed of any change of address to insure timely receipt of these renewal notices.  Changes of address may be made by FAX (304) 271-2405 or by e-mail to: NVDCRenewals2@nvdc.uscg.mil
If the Certificate of Documentation is not renewed within the time frames stated on the notices of renewal it must be re-issued which requires an Application for Documentation (CG-1258) and an $84.00 fee plus applicable endorsement fees, $29.00 for a coastwise or $12.00 for fishery.  Applications, instructions and a complete fee schedule are available at this web site.

FREQUENTLY ASKED RENEWAL QUESTIONS:

May I renew a lost Certificate of Documentation?

NO.  An Application for Replacement (CG-1258) must be filed along with a $50.00 fee.  If the lost document has already expired it must be exchanged.  The fee would then be $84.00 plus applicable endorsement fees.

Should I return the Certificate of Documentation with the Renewal Notice?

NO, simply sign, date and return the Renewal Notice…even if your address has changed.  Please note the address change. You will receive a renewal decal and a change of address sticker to be affixed to your document.

May I renew by document early?

YES.  The Renewal form is available at this website.  It may be downloaded from the Forms Menu.  It may be mailed or faxed to (304)-271-2405.  BE SURE TO CITE THE VESSEL’S OFFICIAL NUMBER.

May I renew the Certificate after the ownership changes?

NO.  The ONLY change permitted is a change of address.   ALL other changes will require that the Certificate be exchanged and accompanied by an Application (CG-1258), fees and other submissions to support the necessary changes.

MORE QUESTIONS?               CALL 800-799-8362 AND PRESS # 3 ON THE MENU. 
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