NOLA Area Neighborhoods
Mandeville - Meduim sized town on the North Shore of Lake Ponchatrain, lots of trees, nice shopping areas, good schools, many churches.  45 minute commute to Sector across the Lake Ponchatrain Causeway.  Mostly unflooded from Katrina, except a small strip along the Lake, primary hurricane damage was from trees hitting houses, most are repaired by now.  No looting after the storm, Mandeville has a strong police presence.  Housing prices start in the $100k range, most houses in the $200k's and on up.  Rentals difficult to find due to the housing shortage in New Orleans itself, but they can be found with effort.  Public schools are some of the best in the State, private schools are very good.  Mandeville purposely avoids the excesses that make New Orleans famous.  It's a quiet, family oriented community.
Old Metairie – Very nice, highly secluded neighborhood located just West of New Orleans in Jefferson Parish.  The boundaries of this community span between Veterans Memorial Highway, Airline Highway, Causeway Boulevard, and the infamous Seventeenth Street Canal.  Old Metairie suffered only minor damage as a result of Hurricane Katrina including fallen trees, downed power lines, and insignificant roof damage.  Several areas closer to Airline Highway experienced 2-4 inches of flooding but nothing causing water to enter homes.  Most businesses and many homeowners are back as can be seen by the increase in vehicular traffic along Veterans and Airline Highways. This area of the city allows for easy access to the Interstate and features many different restaurants, bars, banks, shops, retail stores, malls, and movie theatres.  One living in the area of town should be able to commute to the Central Business District in 10-15 minutes.  There is a very strong police presence in this area of town as many of the city’s doctors, lawyers, politicians, and celebrities (John Goodman) live in this area.  Existing homes will typically sell between $200,000 and $350,000.  Finding or building a new home in this area will cost $450,000 and up.  Most of the homes and apartments in this area rent for $800 to $1300 per month based on the square footage.  The Gambit Weekly, a local publication, is a good source for available real estate in this area and should be used in addition to a real estate agent.  There are several, high quality, private and public schools in Old Metairie and little parks in and out of neighborhoods that are perfect for children.  Old Metairie has a mix of the traditional New Orleans and the modern Metairie – one can find places to party, workout, or relax.
River Ridge - Small unincorporated town that runs along the Mississippi River adjacent to Harahan, east of Kenner and south of Metairie, 15 minutes from Downtown and Sector offices. Nice central neighborhood for the seasons always decorated. Houses are being built on open lots. Several shopping centers within 5 miles including the largest open theater in town. Shopping malls with in 10minutes. During the storm, everyone was very helpful and looked out for and shared with each other. Business owners looked out for other owners properties. Lots of apartments, they are pretty full but, people are always coming and going so should be able to find something. As far as damage goes most places fared alright mostly tree damage and wind damage on anything third floor or higher. River Ridge is on a ridge and is one of the highest natural points in the city area. As the canals were filling the water was quickly moving to the lower lying areas. It is next to the Huey P. Long bridge for free access to and from the West Bank, the only issue with the bridge is it is a little old and has skinny lanes. The main problem with the area is traffic during traffic times backs up bad through the main thorough fairs. This city bottlenecks a lot but, if you learn the side roads it will still only take an extra 5 or ten minutes to get to where you want to go during traffic times. More private than public schools (John Curtis Christian, to be specific).
Harahan - Very close to River Ridge and the two areas are somewhat interchangeable. You may even hear them referred to as Metairie.  Harahan and River Ridge encompass an area that is runs along the Mississippi River. They are approximately 10 minutes from New Orleans International Airport.  The majority of the properties in these areas were not severely damaged by the storm.  There was very little flooding and most of the damage was due to wind and rain.  The majority of apartments in these areas are owned by either First Lake Properties or Tonti Management.  You can find them all listed in the apartment rental guides available in all supermarkets in the area.  Most common are the Creeks of River Ridge.  There are about 6 or 7 different complexes which include town homes, 1, 2, 3 bedroom apartments in various designs.  The price range is roughly 600+ for 1 bedroom(s) and up.  There are a lot of Coasties that rent in this area, and these apartments allow pets.  New Orleans Saints and Hornets players have been known to rent in these areas as well.  These apartments are right off the Earhart Expressway, which runs from River Ridge to downtown New Orleans.  This is an excellent way to beat the traffic normally found on interstate 10.  They are also close to Airline Highway, which runs to downtown New Orleans as well as up to Baton Rouge (Airline Highway becomes HWY 61).  These are both quite neighborhoods that are approximately 30 minutes outside of downtown New Orleans, 1 – 1 1/2 hours from Baton Rouge, 20-30 from Bucktown.  Most restaurants in the area have re-opened, and you are close to Home Depot, AMF movie theater, Sports Authority, Big K-mart and Super Wal-Mart among several others.  Good if you want to get away from the city, but you’re also away from most of the nightlife.    
Slidell - Medium size town (approximately 27,000 residents) on North Shore of Lake Ponchatrain, where I-10 meets I-12.  Lots of trees, a shopping mall with other small shopping centers aboard (2 Super Wall-Marts, Lowe’s, Home Depot, Target, Sam’s Club), various churches, excellent school systems.  Approx 25 minute drive from Slidell to New Orleans.  All traffic into/out of New Orleans must cross Lake Pontchartrain via the Twin Spans (I-10 West) or across Route 11, although the Causeway (Rt 190) out of Mandeville can provide an alternate route in case of accidents or congestion.  There are numerous festivals in the area year-round, excellent fishing, many restaurants, and an active community theatre.  Two full-service hospitals serve the area.  Hurricane damage in Slidell consisted of flooding from Lake Pontchartrain to the south, flooding from the Pearl River to the east, and wind and falling tree damage.  Although the community took quite a bit of damage from Katrina, it has rebounded quickly - Slidell businesses are back up and running in the north part of town, and all utilities are operational.  No looting after the storm, Slidell has a great police presence.  The Housing market starts at $150K - $200K's and up. Apartment rentals available in Slidell. This town is quiet and excellent for families to live.  Slidell boasts some of the highest performing public schools in the state, although some high-schools and Catholic schools are operating on double shifts to accommodate students from severely damaged schools.  Most neighborhoods are great for kids to play in the streets and ride their bikes throughout the subdivision without any problems.  The St. Tammany Parish website (www.stpgov.org) is a great source of information on Slidell, as well as the neighboring communities of Mandeville and Covington.  
Belle Chasse- Located on the West Bank of the Mississippi River, approx. 20 miles from Downtown New Orleans.  Great area for personnel stationed in Venice. (70 miles from NAS JRB to STA Venice)  45 minute commute to Sector New Orleans.  First town with FAST FOOD you come to after leaving Venice.  Schools are Nationally rated. Highest test scores for the New Orleans Area (Not included in NOLA Stats because of scores):  Belle Chasse High School, Belle Chasse Middle School, Belle Chasse Primary.  Lowest crime rate for the New Orleans Area. (Not included in NOLA Stats because so low).  Quiet neighborhoods, clean, and regularly policed.  Housing in the $100k to $400k range.  Rentals difficult to find due to the housing shortage in New Orleans itself, but they can be found with effort.  Some Apt rentals available.  Not many single unit dwellings.  Usually not listed but can be found by word of mouth or local paper.

Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NAS JRB) New Orleans is located in Belle Chasse.  Every Service and reserve is represented on board (USCG AIRSTA New Orleans located on board).  Base Housing (Cost: BAH, Pay for phone and cable).  Base facilities include, MWR, childcare, before/after school care, auto hobby shop, outdoor rental gear rental, exchange/Gas station.  Medical facilities on base (Accepts dependants as primary care manager).  Belle Chasse Academy on base (K-8th grade).  

Lakeview - Medium sized area within Orleans Parish 6’ below sea level, on the South Shore of Lake Ponchatrain.  Lots of trees, but no grass because the flooding killed most of it.  Lots of small restaurants, but most haven’t opened since the hurricane.  10 minute commute to Sector along the scenic Lakeshore Drive.  Mostly flooded from Katrina; now a few trailers in peoples’ yards.  No looting after the storm.  

Covington - Medium sized town on the North Shore of Lake Ponchatrain, lots of trees, nice shopping areas (all the familiar chains), good schools, many churches.  45 minute commute to Sector across the Lake Ponchatrain Causeway (add twenty minutes if you look at northern Covington neighborhoods.  No flooding except for minor street flooding in poorly drained areas.  Primary hurricane damage was from trees hitting houses, most are repaired by now.  Housing prices start in the $100k range, most houses in the $200k's and on up.  Rentals difficult to find due to the housing shortage in New Orleans itself, but they can be found with effort.  Public schools are some of the best in the State, private schools are very good.  Some areas that have Covington addresses are zoned for Mandeville school districts. Medical and dental care offerings are excellent with Tricare co-pays.  Downtown is cute with an "artsy flair", many family oriented festival in area.  Due to tremendous growth traffic is a concern as roads are not keeping pace with growth.

Houma - Medium size town approximately 80 miles west of New Orleans and 10 miles south of Thibodaux and 40 miles east of Morgan City in Terrebonne Parish.  Large shrimping community, awesome Cajun restaurants, fishing and golf.  Fastest growing city in Louisiana and very well developed.  Lots of trees and wide open spaces.  Cajun culture, quiet atmosphere, many backroads, “small town” fairs and festivals, very friendly atmosphere with “southern hospitality.” Houma celebrates local Mardi Gras and has everything!!  Minor traffic!!  Housing prices start in the 100K range, Apartment rentals average $500 per month.  Well protected from Hurricane winds.  Areas north of Gulf Intracoastal Waterway are prone to Hurricane flooding.  Medical is under TRICARE Prime Remote and physicians are civilians located in Raceland, LA.  Local hospital is Terrebonne General Medical Center.  Highly recommended for anyone!!  Ethnically friendly!  

Thibodaux - Small town approximately 80 miles west of New Orleans and 10 miles north of Houma and 40 miles east of Morgan City in Lafourche Parish.  Home of Nicholls State University.  Lots of trees and wide open spaces.  Cajun culture, quiet atmosphere, many backroads, “small town” fairs and festivals, very friendly atmosphere with “southern hospitality.”  Thibodaux celebrates local Mardi Gras.  Far inland and well protected from hurricane winds and flooding.  Private schools are good, public schools are moderate.  Housing prices start in the 100K range, Apartment rentals average $500 per month.  No traffic!!  Medical is under TRICARE Prime Remote and physicians are civilians located in Raceland, LA.  Local hospital is Thibodaux Regional Medical Center.  Highly recommended for single families or person’s looking to pursue Bachelors Degree!!  Ethnically friendly!

Morgan City - Small industrial town approximately 130 miles west of New Orleans, 40 miles west of Houma / Thibodaux, and 60 miles east of Lafayette in St. Mary’s Parish.  Awesome fishing!  Large shrimping community, offshore oil rig construction and shipyards.  Home of the Louisiana Shrimp and Petroleum Festival!!  Cajun culture, quiet atmosphere, many backroads, “small town” fairs and festivals, very friendly atmosphere with “southern hospitality.”  Morgan city celebrates local Mardi Gras.  Far inland and well protected from hurricane winds and flooding due to seawalls and lock systems.  Private schools are good, public schools are unsat.  Housing prices start in the 100K range, Apartment rentals average $400 per month.  No traffic!!  Medical is under TRICARE Prime Remote and physicians are civilians located in Morgan City, LA.  Local hospital is St. Mary’s Medical Center.  Would not recommend to individuals with children due to public schools.  Would only recommend to individuals who want to live a semi-secluded lifestyle.  Ethnically friendly!  
Algiers - Medium sized town in Orleans Parish just across the river from downtown New Orleans. "Algiers" and Historic "Algiers Point" have plenty to offer including a handful of schools, numerous churches, restaurants and quiet neighborhoods.  This area was spared the brunt of Katrina's wrath dodging the flood waters and is making a quick comeback from wind damaged businesses and homes. Supermarkets including Winn Dixie, Sav-a-Center and Super Wal-Mart are within 10 to 15 minutes from any location in this town. Also, the Naval Support Activity Westbank is no further than a 10 minute drive. The base has plenty to offer including a full-blown Commissary, Exchange and excellent work-out facility. The commute to the downtown Sector NOLA office is 15 minutes or less and no more than 25 minutes to the Bucktown office. You can pick up a toll pass to cross the Crescent City Connection Bridge for $0.40 a trip, or if you prefer to bike to work, the Canal St ferry runs from Algiers Point to Canal St. House prices range from $100k to $300k. Rentals may be difficult to find due to the housing shortage in New Orleans. For those that enjoy a quiet family environment, Algiers has the neighborhoods to meet those needs. If you need an occasional night out in the Quarter or uptown, you are only a 15 minute drive away.

The French Quarter (the Quarter) - The French Quarter (the Quarter) is one of the oldest and most established neighborhoods in New Orleans and lies along the Mississippi River between the Garden District, Central Business District, and the Industrial Canal. Big tourist attraction.  During hurricanes Katrina and Rita the Quarter suffered wind damage, mostly to roofs, and there was the loss of some of the older and larger oak trees, but there was no flooding.  Following the storms, there were isolated reports of the looting of homes but, since a number of residents returned to the neighborhood shortly after the storms looting was minimal.   The New Orleans Police Department maintains a highly visible presence in the Quarter and serious/violent crime is uncommon but other crimes characteristic of inner city communities happens.  Many condo and townhouse properties available for sale and for rent.  Single family homes are rare and can range anywhere from the upper 100s to the million dollar range depending on size, location and condition.  Rents range from about $600.00 - more than $2000.00 per month depending on the size, location, condition, and dwelling type. Lots of restaurants, small coffee shops, bakeries, shops, antique stores, nightclubs, small grocery stores, art galleries and specialty stores, hotels and Bed and Breakfasts.  There are a number of public schools located within a short commute or walk from most of the Quarter.  Many children either walk to school or take city buses to and from school -- public transportation is safe, reliable and inexpensive.  Many parents living in the Quarter place their children in private schools which are also available within a reasonable commuting distance of the neighborhoods.  Access to the greater New Orleans area is easy as is access to the commissaries and exchanges at NSA Westbank and NSA Belle Chase.  10-20 minute commute to Sector New Orleans.

The Faubourg Marigny (the Marigny) - The Marigny is located immediately adjacent to and downriver from the French Quarter. During hurricanes Katrina and Rita the Marigny suffered wind damage, mostly to roofs, and there was the loss of some of the older and larger oak trees but, there was no flooding.  Following the storms, there were isolated reports of the looting of homes but, since a number of residents returned to the neighborhood shortly after the storms looting was minimal.   The New Orleans Police Department maintains a highly visible presence in the Marigny and serious/violent crime is uncommon but other crimes characteristic of inner city communities happens.  There are many single family homes but, single family homes that have been converted into "doubles" are also available.  Homes in the Marigny range from the low 100s to the upper 300s, depending on size, location and condition.   The Marigny is also somewhat transitional in nature in that there are many older homes that have fallen in disrepair over the years that are being sold relatively cheaply and being redone/refurbished with amazing results. These fixer upper homes range from 20 thousand dollars to just under 100 thousand dollars and move quickly since they are so inexpensive and restoration is also relatively inexpensive.  Rents in the Marigny range from about $600.00 - more than $2000.00 per month depending on the size, location and condition of the property. Lots of restaurants, small coffee shops, bakeries, shops, antique stores, nightclubs, small grocery stores, art galleries and specialty stores, hotels and Bed and Breakfasts.  There are a number of public schools located within a short commute or walk from most of the Marigny.  Many children either walk to school or take city buses to and from school -- public transportation is safe, reliable and inexpensive.  Many parents living in the Marigny place their children in private schools which are also available within a reasonable commuting distance of the neighborhoods.  Access to the greater New Orleans area is easy as is access to the commissaries and exchanges at NSA Westbank and NSA Belle Chase.  15-20 minute commute to Sector New Orleans.  For more information please contact Scott Paradis at 504-846-6190.

The ByWater - The ByWater is located immediately adjacent to and downriver from the Marigny.  During hurricanes Katrina and Rita the ByWater suffered wind damage, mostly to roofs, and there was the loss of some of the older and larger oak trees but, there was no flooding.  Following the storms, there were isolated reports of the looting of homes but, since a number of residents returned to the neighborhood shortly after the storms looting was minimal.   The New Orleans Police Department maintains a highly visible presence in the ByWater and serious/violent crime is uncommon but other crimes characteristic of inner city communities happens.  There are many single family homes but, single family homes that have been converted into "doubles" are also available.  Homes in the ByWater range from the low 100s to the upper 300s, depending on size, location and condition.   The ByWater is also somewhat transitional in nature in that there are many older homes that have fallen in disrepair over the years that are being sold relatively cheaply and being redone/refurbished with amazing results. These fixer upper homes range from 20 thousand dollars to just under 100 thousand dollars and move quickly since they are so inexpensive and restoration is also relatively inexpensive.  Rents in the ByWater range from about $600.00 - more than $2000.00 per month depending on the size, location and condition of the property.  There are a number of public schools located within a short commute or walk from most of the ByWater.  Many children either walk to school or take city buses to and from school -- public transportation is safe, reliable and inexpensive.  Many parents living in the ByWater place their children in private schools which are also available within a reasonable commuting distance of the neighborhoods.  Access to the greater New Orleans area is easy as is access to the commissaries and exchanges at NSA Westbank and NSA Belle Chase.  15-20 minute commute to Sector New Orleans.
