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The Mighty CAMPBELL Times Newsletter   Edition VII
D-1/D-7 Patrol:  JUNE 2007 – AUGUST 2007
KITTERY, ME:  As the tide pulls us into homeport, we take the time to reflect upon this summer’s patrol in D-1 and D-7- its sea stories, its trials, and successes deserve and demand to be shared. This patrol was packed with intense days of boardings, extra security watches, and flight quarters, but the CAMPBELL crew never waivered in adapting to the high tempo and standard set for them. Transfer season has brought many new shipmates aboard, who have eagerly attacked their qualifications in order to stand a vigilant watch on their own and have added some new personality to the ship.  The past few weeks were spent productively, conducting AMIO and numerous helicopter and small boat operations throughout the Caribbean. Please enjoy as we share with you some highlights of our 2 month deployment!
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OPS is Tops
By OS2 Kevin Zariczny and IT2 Rob Santiago 
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    With yet another southern patrol coming to an end, every crewmember looks forward to returning home to our loved ones and getting well deserved rest.  With thoughts of home running through our heads, it is easy to take for granted all we have accomplished this patrol.  Campbell’s Operations Dept. represented skill, professionalism, and dedication in its contributions to the mission.
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    Ops Dept. dove headlong into our mission upon assumption of Commander Task Unit (CTU) for District 1.  Although we only performed these duties for a little over a week, Campbell and her Ops Dept. provided tasking to many surface and air assets, maintaining the safe and lawful operation of the highly important northern fishing industry.  Along with the daunting task of maintaining operational control over many smaller units, Campbell responded to a nighttime search and rescue (SAR) case.  The end result was the sinking of a damaged fishing vessel which could otherwise have posed a serious hazard as an obstacle to ships transiting the area.  To conduct such an operation took the dedication of diligent Combat Information Center (CIC) watchstanders.

     Following the completion of our duties in D1, Campbell eagerly steamed south to work with D7 as CTU to conduct the interdiction of illegal migrants.  Upon arrival, Campbell made a brief, but much needed port call in Miami for some crew rest.   After our departure from Miami, Ops Dept. jumped right into SAR and migrant interdiction with our first success only days after we left Miami.  Campbell’s boarding team, in coordination with CIC and other divisions of Ops Dept., safely assisted a distressed fishing vessel north of Haiti. Although the SAR mission was a great success, the real big fish came only days later when Campbell’s Ops Dept. watch standers located a sailing vessel only 30 nautical miles (nm) north west of Haiti with 104 Haitian migrants onboard.  Many of the migrants were eager to come aboard due to lack of food, water, and poor conditions on the sailing vessel.  Campbell subsequently repatriated 76 Haitian migrants at Port Au Prince, Haiti saving their lives and upheld U.S. immigration policies.  Along with the repatriation of these migrants, Campbell responded to many other migrant associated cases.  Among these cases, Campbell, with cooperation from other agencies and authorities, detected suspected migrant smugglers in a bust which resulted in the seizure of marijuana, migrants, and an illegal weapon.  Campbell also came to the aid of a yacht whose crewmember required medical attention while transiting off of the Eastern Seaboard. 
     Along with some challenging operations, Ops Dept. completed essential training and qualifications for personnel to fill the void left by our departed shipmates.  A Bravo Zulu goes out to IT3 Santiago who was promoted to IT2!  Transfer season took many qualified and veteran sailors from the Campbell.  Ops Dept. felt the loss as we bid farewell to: LTJG Adams, OS2 Aulph, IT1 Easter, OS1 Clendaniel, ET1 Kliman, ET1 Ohler, ETC Ripley, GM3 Shaeffer, OS2 Vanterpool, ETC Vines, and last, but not least, our fearless leader LT. Edward Porner (now LCDR).  To you all, we wish you fair winds and following seas in all your endeavors.  Transfer season also brought us many new shipmates for their first patrol with us, including a new Operations Officer LT. Ferlauto.  Among the newly reported are IT3 Bilderback, ENS Hart, ENS Hilt,  ET1 Hoffer, ET1 Macdonald, ETC Rich, and ENS Teeven. Welcome aboard shipmates!  Well done on your first voyage as a member of the Campbell in the Operations Dept. and welcome home! 
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If You Can’t Take the Heat, Get Out of the Engine Room!

By:  ENS Alessa Twomey
     The Engineering Department has seen some exciting changes since the beginning of the patrol.  Rickey Ellis was promoted to DC2 and Michael Walsh advanced to Fireman.  Our very own MK1 Gary DeLorme was honored with Sailor of the Quarter onboard CAMPBELL and we welcomed a few new shipmates this patrol, including FA John Dugre, FA Brian Nunes, MK1 Russell Baker, DC3 Mark Higgins, DC2 Michael Nettles, and ENS Alessa Twomey.  
    During a recent set of BECCE’s, an actual casualty struck the Engine Room, ironically while the Training Team was conducting a simulated casualty.  When power was secured to the ship through the switchboard, the Main Diesel engines oversped.  Luckily, we had our watch standers, DC2 Nettles, 1/C Wyrick, ENS Alessa Twomey, and MK1 Michael Long, to secure the engines and prevent any damage to the plant!  
    When a stanchion broke over Senior Petty Officer berthing, the DC’s lit up the passageway and welded the stanchion to reattach it to the deck.  After the welding practice, the DC’s ground the weld down to a nice, shiny finish.  The EM’s continued to keep us safe by testing the fire alarms and actually chased down a ground in the galley, preserving the electrical integrity of the space and enabling the FS’s to keep on cooking us excellent meals!  

    A-Gang did an awesome job with fueling Campbell at every Mid-Patrol Break, taking hours out of their liberty to keep our fuel tanks full for the next legs of our patrols.  During a fueling evolution in GTMO, MK3 Tapia recognized and put out a Charlie class fire on an air compressor in Auxiliary Machinery Space No. I.  The air compressor was then repaired at another mid-patrol break in Miami.  The Helicopter Refueling team composed of MK3 Tapia, MK3 Kahler, FN Konopko, FA Nunes, and FA Dugre maintained safe and efficient transfer of JP-5 fuel during our many flight operations to supply all three of our helicopter aviation detachments so that they were always ready for the call to go after boats suspect of migrant or drug smuggling.     

1LT’s Corner

By:  ENS Laraia


As another long patrol comes to an end, it’s difficult to look back and remember every evolution that we accomplished.  The boat lowering details, helo operations and work parties were many; but hard work pays off in the end.  Where there is work to be found, challenges to overcome, and success to be had, you could find any member of Deck department ready and hungry for the opportunity. 

Events that come to mind include preparations for Helo STAN, migrant operations, boat lowering details, needle gunning/painting teams, special sea details and helo ops.  Bravo Zulus go out to every deckie involved in the 38-consecutive RHI launches during the boat lowering-palooza that hot afternoon in July.  Congratulations to SNBM Shettle, SN Stump, SN Loring, SN Gagne, and SN Fitzhugh for qualifying helo tie down in record time and contributing to a smorgasbord of helo operations!   I would be delinquent in my duties if I did not mention SN Ciepka and his needle gunning team on the fantail along with SN Belasco on the forecastle.  Thank you all for your hard work and dedication on numerous holiday routines and after workday hours to complete our painting projects.  Hard work pays off! 


Deck department lost some heavy hitters this patrol, with BMC Lounsbury off to the Chief’s Academy and with the absence of BM2 Alvarado, we had no choice but to He-man up and pull through some tough times. Every last one of us found ourselves helping out in some way or another when Campbell was home to 76 migrants on her decks for two days. From security watches to helping with the processing detail, Deck department was there. 


Congratulations to SN Abbott (AET) and SN Savant (BM) for their orders to A School during this patrol.  They will both be missed and will be in our thoughts and memories for many patrols to come.  We would also like to extend a warm welcome to our new shipmates BM3 Bouchereau (Sector NYC) and SN Hall (Training Center Cape May).  This patrol has provided us with challenges, heartbreaks, and above all else satisfaction and triumph for a job well done.  You have made me all extraordinarily proud and have inspired me in more ways than you know. 

Last Call for Morale
By:  ENS Aimee Hart and ENS Alessa Twomey

    Campbell had some interesting morale events during the patrol to include bingo and board game nights as well as a fine match between the Deck and Ops Department members and the JO’s and cadets onboard in a game of Trivial Pursuit.  The JO/cadet team did edge out the opposition; however both teams truly had their wits about them and it made for a heated competition.  The JO’s have thrown down the challenge card to whosoever will be brave enough to take them on in another match during the upcoming patrol.  
    Morale also included a few swim calls and a skeet shoot on Coast Guard Day.  Skeet shoot teams consisted of members from all departments.  The field was talented but in the end 1st place went to Support Department, with the help of sharpshooters YN1 Kowalczuk and SK3 Cedeno.  
       Campbell made two mid-patrol breaks at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (GTMO).  Of course, the Tiki Bar and the bowling alley were the crew’s favorite (and only) hot spots in that port.  But for those who relish a nice, quiet stretch of arid land and unique wildlife, Cuba may be a dream billet.   But, GTMO, with all it’s talk of peace and serenity, was not without its perils.  The heat in the region provides an excellent climate for iguanas.  The crew soon learned from experience that these reptiles tend to prefer to: lounge around in the middle of the roads while liberty vans are forced to maneuver around them, chase “butterbar” golfers and steal food from CG crew beach barbecues.  Speaking of barbeques, the crew had an amazing barbecue during the first mid-patrol break at Windmill Beach in GTMO.  The road to the beach was littered with signs that proclaimed “DANGER” and “ENTER, IF YOU DARE” and also passed by bunkers protected by barbed wire – true signs that a GTMO barbeque morale recreation center was close by.  MK2 Oliser Ward cooked up some delicious burgers while LT Theodore Erdman took some amazing pictures of the iguanas watching us from the cliff above the rocky beach.

    During the second mid-patrol break in GTMO, the Engineering Team of ENS Jonathan White, ENS Alessa Twomey, MK2 Guillermo Tapia, 1/C Wyrick, 3/C Garofalo, and 3/C Herrador, faced off against Deck and Ops Departments in a game of paintball.  The stage was set in a field of tall grass surrounded by thorny plants.  The game did not get any easier in the blistering heat with little shade from the sun.  Unfortunately, they lost every game with the last one ending in a draw, which coincidentally earned ENS Jonathan White the nickname “Eagle Eye”.  Both sides came out of the fray with more than enough “battle wounds” and awesome war stories to make it a memorable adventure.

Poetry Corner:

Patrol Poem Form:  Haiku  

OS2 Richard Reid:

Time spent in combat

Why did I sign that contract?
Going home priceless

40 days no land

I can almost see the coast

We've been diverted
ENS Alessa Twomey:

The sweltering hole
Hot engines rumble loudly
Sweet sound for the ears
ENS Aimee Hart:

Distant sparks of heat

Sun sets over calm seas

All await green flash

Weights fall on flight deck

Orange glow falls onto blue bed

‘Get Big Time’ is here
A squeak and a rustle

The banana rats of GITMO

Those night predators
Flight Quarters are long

Living in Blue and Red Vests

Homesickness draws near
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The 1LT enjoys one of the spectacular sunsets underway after boat ops.

If you have a story either inport or underway which you would like to share, please let it be known in the next edition of the CAMPBELL Times.  Also, if you would like to help write or format for the next edition, please let me know and you can be apart of the Staff!  For submissions go to AHart1’s public folder and add the submission into the CAMPBELL Times Submissions folder or contact me at Aimee.E.Hart@uscg.mil.  

SN Gagne gets ready to blast a disk as ENS White throws one out and GM2 Beska ensures safety at the Morale Skeet Shoot.





ENS Coyle (ANAV) and BM2 Anderson prep the next legs of the Caribbean transit at the chart table.





Homeport (Kittery, Maine) during an August sunset.
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