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KEY WEST, FL –  The Department of Homeland Security’s Acting Deputy Secretary, Paul A. Schneider, visited the crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Reliance today.
The purpose of his visit was to gain a first-hand appreciation of how the Coast Guard conducts its Alien Migration and Interdiction Operations (AMIO). 

The cutter Reliance, homeported in Portsmouth, NH, has been on patrol in the Florida Straits for two weeks. During this patrol, Reliance has been the temporary holding platform for nearly 200 migrants who have been interdicted at sea by the Coast Guard. 

Deputy Secretary Schneider toured Reliance’s migrant holding facilities and greeted many members of Reliance’s crew.  
Cutter Reliance, commissioned in 1964, is the oldest cutter serving in the Coast Guard’s Atlantic Fleet.
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Undersecretary Schneider asks questions about migrant operations. Coast Guard Photo.
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Reliance crewmembers stand ready to help Undersecretary Schneider understand their individual jobs onboard Reliance. Coast Guard Photo.
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Captain Buschmann,commander of Coast Guard Sector Key West, explains how the Coast Guard holds migrants who are interdicted at sea. Coast Guard Photo.
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Lieutenant Christopher Pasciuto explains to Undersecretary Schneider how Reliance’s bridge equipment is used in the at-sea interdiction of undocumented migrants. Coast Guard Photo.
