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Portsmouth, NH – The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Reliance returned home from a six week patrol in the Florida Straits today.
The cutter Reliance’s primary mission was to patrol the maritime border between Cuba and the Florida Keys. 
During the patrol, cutter Reliance interdicted three “go-fast” vessels involved in smuggling operations and one rustic homemade vessel. Throughout the operation, over 400 Cuban and Haitian migrants were housed onboard cutter Reliance.

The crew of the Reliance arrived in the patrol area during a severe storm and towed two disabled vessels to safety. 

The first, motor vessel Vieques II, was towed to safety after it had been disabled in the Florida straits. Its engines had failed due to dirty fuel, and its anchor line had become twisted around its propeller.

The second rescue of the sailing vessel Taloa took place the following night. The elderly crew of the Taloa were extremely fatigued after spending nearly four days adrift at sea. The master of the vessel had also sustained injuries to his hand, and was treated by RELIANCE’s emergency medical technician. After rescuing the crew from the stricken craft, Reliance took the vessel in tow and proceeded to the nearest safe harbor, Key West, FL.
Commander Webster Balding, commanding officer of the Reliance, said “This patrol has been an exciting start to our new year. Our efforts illustrate some of the many missions that the Coast Guard is routinely called upon to do. We are very proud of our service and the work we do, but were all excited to return home to our friends and family.”

Cutter RELIANCE, commissioned in 1964, is the oldest cutter serving in the Coast Guard’s Atlantic Fleet.
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Members of Coast Guard Cutter Reliance send a towline to the stricken Vieques II. Coast Guard Photo.
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Members of Coast Guard Cutter Reliance’s rescue and assistance team prepare to embark the disabled Vieques II. Coast Guard Photo.
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Chief Boatswains Mate William Schroeder carefully passes a Cuban migrant child to Seaman Juan Lora and Petty Officer Justus Marks during an at sea transfer of migrants for repatriation.  Coast Guard photo.
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Lt. Cmdr. Steve White, executive officer of the Coast Guard Cutter Reliance, holds a migrant child before sending her on the small boat for repatriation. Coast Guard photo.
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A Reliance boarding team approaches the “go-fast” vessel. Coast Guard photo.
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Reliance crewmembers conduct a boarding of the “go-fast” vessel. Coast Guard photo.
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Cutter Reliance prepares the storm-battered Taloa to be towed to safe harbor. Coast Guard photo.

