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SUPPORT CENTER PORTSMOUTH INSTRUCTION 6260.2A
Subj:  RESPIRATORY PROTECTION PROGRAM

Ref:    (a) COMDTINST M6260.2C (Technical Guide:  Practices for Respiratory Protection)

(b) COMDTINST M5100.47 (Safety and Environmental Health Manual)

1.
PURPOSE.  The purpose of this instruction is to promulgate the Coast Guard Support Center Portsmouth Respiratory Protection Program.

2.
ACTION.  All Division Officers shall be familiar with this Plan.  They shall ensure their personnel are trained in the proper use and care of respirators.  Personnel who are required to wear respiratory protection shall use the equipment in accordance with this instruction and the training they receive.

3.
DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  SUPRTCEN PORTSVA INST 6260.2 is hereby cancelled.

4.
DISCUSSION.  Workplace hazards may be controlled using engineering or administrative methods (including the use of respirators).  Whenever technically and practically possible, exposures shall be controlled using engineering methods.  However, engineering controls may not be feasible for some operations, or may not provide complete employee protection.  For these operations, respiratory protection may be used to control inhalation exposures.  In addition, actual or potential emergencies may arise that may require respiratory protection.

5.
POLICY.  It is the policy of this command that all personnel who are required to wear respiratory protection to perform their duties shall be included in the unit respiratory protection program.  It is also the policy of this command that the requirements of reference (a) will be followed in carrying out this unit's respiratory protection program. The Industrial Division Shop Services Planner is designated as the unit Respirator Program Coordinator (RPC).  The RPC will follow the requirements of references (a) and (b) carrying out the program.
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6.
WORK SURVEILLANCE.
a.
Reference (b) requires safety and environmental health audits of units by Commander, MLC (k).  Unit copies of MLC audits will be retained by the RPC.  The following hazardous operations have been identified which require use of respiratory protection to protect personnel:

OPERATION
Painting

Painting (polyurethane)

Painting

Sanding Fiberglass

Sawing Fiberglass

Sawing Wood

Sanding/Cutting Wood

Sanding/Cutting Wood

HAZMAT Control 

700

Cleaning up/Removing Blasting Grit
Hand-Resin Application Spray-Resin Application Sandblast

LOCATION
IND/Paint Shop IND/Paint Shop IND/Boat Shop IND/Boat Shop IND/Boat Shop IND/Boat Shop FED/Carpenter Shop Hobby Shop
1st LT Shop
Blast Shop
Boat Shop
Boat Shop
Blast Shop

TYPE OF RESPIRATOR
Organic Vapor Airline Mask/Hood Organic Vapor Airline Mask/Hood Airline Mask/Hood Dust Mask
Dust Mask
Dust Mask
Wilson R796 SAR
Organic Vapor W/

pre-filter
Organic Vapor W/

pre-filter
Airline Mask/Hood Airline Mask/Hood

b.
All personnel conducting these operations must wear the prescribed respirators in accordance with the guidance provided by the unit RPC.

7.
RESPIRATOR SELECTION.  Respirators for operations not listed above shall be selected based on the hazards to which personnel are exposed.  The selection process shall be directed by the RPC following the guidelines of reference (a).

8.
PERSONNEL TRAINING AND FIT TESTING.  The RPC will arrange to train and fit test all personnel required to use respirators in accordance with the guidelines of reference (a). Qualitative fit-testing shall be done on an annual basis or whenever the wearer's facial features have changed sufficiently to reduce the quality of fit.  Respirators shall not be worn when conditions prevent a good face seal. Such conditions may be a growth of beard, side burns, or temple pieces on glasses.  Employees with these conditions shall not perform work operations requiring respiratory protection until a successful fit-test is performed.  A record of the training and fit testing will be maintained by the RPC and a copy placed in each person's personnel record. See enclosure (1).
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9.
MEDICAL EVALUATION.  All occupationally exposed personnel who are required to wear a respiratory shall be evaluated to ensure that wearing the respirator does not present an undue physical burden.  The evaluation shall be conducted as part of the regular unit occupational medical monitoring program following the guidelines of chapter 4 of reference (b).
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QUALITATIVE FIT-TEST FORM

For each respirator fit-testing, the following information must be retained
by the RPC. A copy will be placed in each individual's personnel record.
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