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USCGC BERTHOLF (WMSL 750) nears completion in Pascagoula, MS.  

(Photo courtesy of Northrop Grumman) 

October 1st, 2007 - Greetings from U.S. Coast Guard Cutter BERTHOLF (WMSL-750), 
the first of the Legend Class Cutters!  
 

USCGC BERTHOLF is named for Commodore Ellsworth Price 
Bertholf, the Coast Guard’s First Commandant.  Bertholf was born 
in New York City on April 7, 1866.  He entered the Revenue Cutter 
Service as a cadet, graduated, and was commissioned on June 
12, 1889.  Bertholf’s most notable service was his role in the 
famous Overland Expedition in 1897. Over 200 whalers became 
trapped at Point Barrow, AK. Bertholf led the trip via dogsled, 
along with LT David Jarvis and Dr. Samuel Call, over 1600 miles 
herding reindeer to feed the starving whalers earning him the 
Congressional Medal of Honor.  On June 19, 1911, Bertholf was 
named the Captain Commandant of the United States Revenue 

Cutter Service.  Bertholf oversaw the combination of the Life-Saving Service with the 
Revenue Cutter Service to form the U.S. Coast Guard.  Bertholf retired as Commandant 
of the Coast Guard on June 30, 1919 and became a vice-president of the American 
Bureau of Shipping.  He died November 11, 1921 and was laid to rest at Arlington 
National Cemetery with full military honors. 
The crew of BERTHOLF has been extremely busy in preparing to accept our new 
cutter. In the past few months, BERTHOLF has completed all of the major equipment 
light-offs, from the generators to the propulsion plant.  Recently, the cutter was pulled 
out of the water to have her hull cleaned and receive a brand new paint job.  In about 
two months BERTHOLF will get underway for the first set of builders trials, which will 
test the machinery and propulsion systems.   
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USCGC BERTHOLF sits in dry dock. 

We’re all very excited to see her head out to sea for the first time! Our crew has been 
attending various training sessions to learn all of the new equipment associated with 
this cutter; by the time we step onboard BERTHOLF, our crew will have received the 
equivalent of 19.6 years of training.  At the end of October, our crew will enter the last 
phase of training before acceptance, Northrop Grumman Familiarization training; these 
training sessions will continue until the end of February. 

 
EMC Schiebe lights off the generators onboard BERTHOLF for the first time. 

After we spend some time with our families over the holiday period, our crew will begin 
the move from Alameda, California to Pascagoula, Mississippi.  During January and 
February, our crew will continue their training with Northrop Grumman, and begin the 
load-on process for all of the gear that has to be stored onboard.  Late in January, the 
cutter will go through its second set of Builders Trials. 

 
Our new Long Range Interceptor small boat prepares for its acceptance trials. 
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The second set of builders trials will focus on testing the extensive communications and 
weapons systems onboard BERTHOLF.  Finally, in mid- February, the cutter is 
scheduled to go through Acceptance trials; this is when the Coast Guard finally 
determines whether the cutter meets all of the requirements specified and will do the 
mission its intended for. We’re currently on track to accept the cutter late February.   
After the Coast Guard accepts BERTHOLF, our crew will move aboard and enter an 
intensive period of drills and training.  For about six weeks after acceptance, we will be 
getting underway and practicing drills that prepare us to react to high stress scenarios.
Some of these drills include man overboard, general fire scenarios, as well as ensuring 
we can safely navigate and maneuver the cutter.  These drills help our crew to learn 
how to react as a team, as well as ensure that we do know how to operate the systems 
onboard.   

 
Part of the crew takes time off to tour Alcatraz Island. 

 

After we are certain that the crew can respond effectively to emergency situations, 
BERTHOLF will pull away from Pascagoula for the final time and begin her journey 
home.  We have a few ports we intend to visit on the East Coast to show off our new 
cutter, and then we’ll turn south to head through the Panama Canal up towards our 
homeport of Alameda.  We hope to be home late May of 2008, at which time we will 
begin our preparations for commissioning, scheduled for August 4th, 2008.  We look 
forward to sharing our adventures with you over the next few months, and will be 
updating everyone on our progress every quarter.   
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